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PROCEEDINGS. 


Harrisburg,  March  2,  1857. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  by  Col.  John 
W.  Forney,  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Committee.  He  said : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  : The  day  and  the  hour  having  arrived 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  fulfilment  of  the  duty  devolved  upon  the  Chairman  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic State  Committee,  I beg,  before  proceeding  to  the  immediate  work  of 
organization,  to  say  a few  words.  Less  than  one  year  ago,  the  Democracy  of 
Pennsylvania  assembled  in  this  hall,  and  through  their  regularly  chosen  dele- 
gates, placed  in  nomination  the  distinguished  statesman  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  as  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  That  was  a body  of  rare 
ability  and  character.  Its  proceedings,  so  harmonious,  so  emphatic,  and  so 
enthusiastic,  struck  a responsive  chord  in  the  popular  heart  in  every  State ; 
and  when  the  Cincinnati  Convention  subsequently  assembled,  the  choice  of 
old  Democratic  Pennsylvania  became  also  the  choice  of  the  Democracy  of  the 
Union.  We  won  that  nomination,  gentlemen,  because  we  presented  a states- 
man of  ripe  experience  and  ability,  and  because  we  evaded  no  issue,  and 
shirked  no  responsibility.  Our  ground  was  boldly  taken,  and  was  profoundly 
national,  orthodox  and  constitutiohal.  In  the  great  straggle  which  ensued, 
every  true  Democrat,  every  true  National  Whig,  acted  like  a hero ; and  after 
the  victory  was  won,  our  proudest  boast  was  that  old  Pennsylvania  not  only 
led  the  triumphant  column,  but  shielded  and  saved  the  Federal  Union.  Gen- 
tlemen, every  thing  in  this  memorable  fight  told  and  taught  us  the  value,  first 
of  sound  principles,  and  afterwards  of  Democratic  usages ; for  how  can  the 
one  be  carried  into  successful  operation  if  regular  nominations  are  to  be  openly 
disregarded,  and  sacred  usages  allowed  to  grow  into  disuse  ? Gentlemen,  you 
have  some  most  important  duties  to  discharge.  Give  us  good  nominations  for 
Governor  and  for  State  officers,  assert  great  principles  without  fear,  declare 
your  unfaltering  faith  in  your  organization,  and  you  will  crown  your  labors 
with  the  happiest  auspices,  and  open  a new  era  of  radical  and  honest  ascen- 
dancy of  the  Democratic  party  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  immortal  creed  is  never 
so  strong  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  as  when  it  is  boldly  defended  and  honest- 
ly represented.  Our  most  ardent,  first  feeling  should  be  fidelity  to  this  creed. 
It  is  a holy  duty  for  a Democrat  to  be  true  to  it  at  all  times,  and  under  what- 
ever circumstances  of  doubt  or  of  gloom.  In  this  spirit  we  have  been  victori- 
ous in  the  past,  and  by  observing  it  we  can  alone  be  respected  in  the  future. 
I now  await  your  nomination  for  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Conven- 
tion. [Great  applause.] 

On  motion  of  Hon.  ARNOLD  PLUMER,  Murray  Wiiallon,  Esq., 
of  Erie,  was  unanimously  chosen  temporary  Chairman  of  the  Convention. 
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Mr.  WHALLON,  on  taking  his  seat,  delivered  an  appropriate  address. 
On  motion,  G.  G.  Westcott,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Alexander 
M’Kinney,  Esq.,  of  Westmoreland,  were  elected  temporary  Secretaries. 

Mr.  CESSNA  moved  that  the  list  of  delegates  be  called  over,  and  that 
those  present  answer  to  their  names,  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
following  delegates  appeared  and  took  their  seats : 

senatorial  delegates. 

1.  Philadelphia  City — G.  G.  Westcott,  Charles  Worrell. 

2.  Philadelphia  County — John  Campbell,  John  F.  Deal,  Joseph  Lip- 

pincott. 

3.  Montgomery — Jacob  Danahower. 

4.  Chester  and  Delaware — Robert  Irwin. 

5.  Berks — Henry  Flannery. 

6.  Bucks — Joseph  Morrison. 

7.  Lancaster  and  Lebanon — William  Patton,  Daniel  Brua. 

8.  Dauphin  and  Northumberland — Hamilton  Alricks. 

9.  Northampton  and  Lehigh — Leslie  Miller. 

10.  Carbon,  Monroe,  Pike  and  Wayne — Thomas  Craig. 

11.  Adams  and  Franklin — Joel  B.  Danner. 

12.  York — Charles  M.  Smyser,  (contested  by  J.  M.  Anderson.) 

13.  Cumberland  and  Perry — John  Hartzel. 

14.  Centre,  Lycoming,  Sullivan  and  Clinton— H.  L.  Dieffenbach. 

15.  Blair,  Cambria  and  Huntingdon — S.  T.  Brown. 

16.  Luzerne,  Montour  and  Columbia — James  M’Cormick. 

17.  Bradford,  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming — John  Blanding. 

18.  Tioga,  Potter,  M’Kean,  Elk,  Clearfield,  Jefferson  and  Forest — K. 

L.  Blood,  (contested  by  H.  A.  Guernsey.) 

19.  Mercer,  Venango  and  Warren — Albert  Price. 

20.  Erie  and  Crawford — Murray  Whallon. 

21.  Beaver,  Butler  and  Lawrence — Jonathrn  Ayres. 

22.  Allegheny — P.  C.  Shannon,  James  A.  Gibson. 

23.  Washington  and  Greene — William  Workman. 

24.  Somerset,  Bedford  and  Fulton — John  Cessna. 

25.  Armstrong,  Indiana  and  Clarion — Jacob  Forney. 

26.  Juniata,  Mifflin  and  Union — John  Cummings. 

27.  Westmoreland  and  Fayette — T.  B.  Searight. 

28.  Schuylkill — Charles  E.  Hippie. 

REPRESENTATIVE  delegates. 

Adams — -Henry  Reily. 

Allegheny — J.  E.  Huey,  W.  H.  M’Ghee,  James  Herdman,  0.  H.  Black- 
burn, John  C.  Dunn. 

Armstrong,  Jefferson  and  Clarion — Seth  Clover,  A.  R.  Marian,  John  T. 
Crawford. 

Beaver,  Butler  and  Lawrence — Hugh  M’Kee,  Lewis  Taylor,  Charles  H, 
Shriner. 

Bedford,  Fulton  and  Cambria — H.  A.  Boggs,  J.  B.  Sansom. 

Berks — Levi  Wunder,  Geo.  Smith,  Daniel  Kutz,  Charles  H.  Hunter. 

Blair  and  Huntingdon — T.  C.  M’Dowell,  J.  M.  Gemmil. 

Bradford — Hiram  L.  Shaw,  J.  E.  Piollet. 

Bucks — H.  K.  Sager,  E.  Thomas,  Hiram  Scarborough. 

Carbon  and  Lehigh — Hiram  Wolf,  Jacob  Dillinger. 
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Centre — James  Gilliland. 

Chester — Abel  Evans,  Samuel  Ringwalt,  E.  W.  Sharp. 

Clearfield — D.  W.  Moore. 

Clinton,  Lycoming  and  Potter — Ellis  B.  Schnabel,  F.  W.  Knox. 

Columbia  and  Montour — Charles  R.  Buckalew. 

Crawford— Henry  B.  Brooks,  J.  W.  Grier. 

Cumberland — Abraham  Killian,  George  H.  Bucher. 

Dauphin — George  Bowman,  ffm.  Lauman. 

Delaware — William  Young. 

Erie — B.  F.  Sloan,  Isaac  R.  Taylor. 

Franklin — J.  B.  Orr,  Wm.  D.  M’Kinstry. 

Fayette  and  Westmoreland — James  Rutledge,  James  C.  Clarke,  Alexander 
M’  Kinney,  Wesley  Frost. 

Greene — James  Lindsay. 

Indiana — S.  S.  Jamison. 

Lancaster — Wm.  Boyer,  J.  F.  Kautz,  Geo.  G.  Brush,  B.  M.  Stauffer,  H.  B. 
Swarr. 

Lebanon — William  M.  Breslin. 

Luzerne — George  P.  Steele,  Wallace  Seybert. 

Mercer,  Yenango  and  Warren — Arnold  Plumer,  J.  Y.  James,  William  S. 
Garvin. 

Mifflin — Charles  Bower. 

Monroe  and  Pike  -Charlton  Burnett. 

Montgomery — Henry  W.  Bonsall,  A.  H.  Tippin,  E.  L.  Acker. 

Northampton — John  A.  Slater,  Philip  Johnson. 

Northumberland — James  H.  M’Cormick. 

Perry — Henry  D.  Woodruff. 

Philadelphia — D.  W.  Morris,  Geo.  W.  Nebinger,  Wm.  M’Mullin,  John  P. 
Murray,  H.  B.  Yeager,  Wm.  H.  Sturgeon,  Wm.  A.  Edwards,  Francis 
P.  Magee,  Chas.  W.  Carrigan,  J.  G.  Brenner,  Robert  Allen,  Michael 
School,  George  Esher,  Wm.  M'Glency,  Peter  Rambo. 

Schuylkill — John  Horn,  Isaac  Ward. 

Somerset — Daniel  Weyand. 

Susquehanna — F.  A.  Ward,  C.  C.  Finch. 

Tioga — Henry  Sherwood. 

Union,  Snyder  and  Juniata — John  M.  Baum. 

Washington — Findlay  Patterson,  William  Swan. 

Wayne — William  H.  Wood. 

York — Jeremiah  Carl,  John  Ahl,  Alex.  C.  M’Curdy. 

Mr.  PLUMER  moved  that  the  Chairman  appoint  one  person  from  each 
Senatorial  District  to  select  officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  CESSNA  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  providing  that  the  dele- 
gates from  each  Senatorial  district  select  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

The  amendment  and  the  original  motion  were  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Plumer,  Cessna,  M’Dowell,  Carrigan,  Schnabel  and  others,  when  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  and  the  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Mr.  SHANNON  moved  that  the  Convention  proceed  to  decide  the  con- 
tested seats  from  the  11th  and  17th  Senatorial  districts;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 
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Mr.  SANSOM  moved  that  each  contestant  be  permitted  to  occupy  fifteen 
minutes  in  addressing  the  Convention,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  in  expla- 
nation of  his  case  ; which  was  agreed  to. 

The  first  case  considered  was  that  of  Mr.  Anderson,  of  York  county,  who 
contested  the  seat  of  Mr.  Smyser. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  proceeded  to  state  that  he  was  the  regular  Senatorial 
delegate  from  York  county,  and  presented  the  proceedings  of  the  County 
Convention  which  appointed  him,  in  substantiation  of  his  claim,  which  pro- 
ceedings were  read. 

Mr.  M’KINNEY,  seconded  by  Mr.  M’DOWELL,  moved  that  Mr. 
Anderson  be  admitted  to  a seat  in  this  Convention. 

Mr.  SMYSER,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Anderson,  said,  that  he  appeared  here 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  he  had  stood  in  this  Hall,  with  peculiar 
feelings,  during  the  election  of  a United  States  Senator,  last  January.  He 
remembered  the  indignation  with  which  the  intelligence  had  been  received  in 
York  county,  that  the  Democracy  had  been  betrayed  by  one  of  its  representa- 
tives, who  had  sold  himself  to  the  enemies  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  joined 
with  the  Republicans  in  the  election  of  Gen.  Cameron.  He  then  presented 
the  following  document,  signed  by  sixty-eight  out  of  the  seventy-eight  dele- 
gates in  the  County  Convention,  addressed  to  the  State  Convention,  in  explana- 
tion of  his  position,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  a county  meeting  in 
York  county.  The  document  was  read,  as  follows: 

To  the  Democratic  State  Convention  to  assemble  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  2nd  of 

March,  1857 : 

The  undersigned,  delegates  to  the  last  Democratic  County  Convention, 
(which  appointed  delegates  to  the  State  Convention,)  do  fully  and  heartily 
concur  in,  and  approve  of,  the  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Democ- 
racy of  York  county,  at  the  public  meeting  held  in  the  borough  of  York,  on 
Saturday,  January  17th,  1857,  which  resolutions  condemn  the  course  of  the 
traitor,  Samuel  Manear,  in  the  recent  Senatorial  election,  and  revoke  the 
appointment  of  James  M.  Anderson  as  the  Senatorial  Delegate  from  York 
county  to  your  Convention.  We  also  fully  and  entirely  approve  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Maj.  Charles  M.  Smyser,  as  the  Senatorial  delegate,  in  place  of 
said  James  M.  Anderson. 

The  following  resolutions,  adopted  by  the  county  meeting  of  York  county, 
were  also  read: 

Resolved,'  That  the  open  boast  of  James  M.  Anderson,  of  Carroll  township, 
that  he  had  the  entire  control  of  Manear,  and  yet  refused  to  exercise  his 
influence  to  save  the  party  from  betrayal,  although  at  Harrisburg,  has  forfeited 
the  confidence  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Resolved,  That  the  Democratic  party  of  York  county,  now  assembled  in 
county  meeting,  hereby  revoke  the  appointment  of  James  M.  Anderson,  as 
Senatorial  Delegate  to  the  State  Convention,  which  assembles  on  the  2d  of 
March  next,  and  appoint  Major  Charles  M.  Smyser,  of  York  borough,  in 
his  stead. 
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A similar  paper,  also  addressed  to  the  State  Convention,  signed  by  36  out 
of  the  40  members  of  the  Democratic  county  committee,  selected  by  the 
county  convention  which  appointed  James  M.  Anderson,  was  also  read,  con- 
curring in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Smyser,  and  revoking  that  of  Mr.  Anderson. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  replied  by  saying  that  the  Convention  had  heard  the 
charges  against  him,  and  he  thought  it  but  fair  that  he  should  explain.  He 
said  that  in  the  meeting  referred  to,  which  had  revoked  his  appointment,  not  a 
word  had  been  said  against  him,  nor  was  it  known  that  any  charges  were  to 
be  made  against  him,  until  the  resolutions  were  read.  He  pronounced  the 
charges  made  against  him  in  the  resolutions  as  false,  and  the  men  who  made 
them  as  malicious  falsifiers.  He  said  that  the  statement  which  he  had  pub- 
lished explained  everything,  but  the  newspapers  of  York  county  had,  with  two 
exceptions,  refused  to  publish  it.  He  asked  that  that  statement  be  read, 
which  was  done. 

Mr.  SMYSER  presented  a letter  from  Henry  C.  Stroman,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  resolutions,  in  the  meeting  referred  to  in  York  county,  in  reply 
to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Anderson,  which  was  read. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  motion  to  admit  Mr.  Anderson  as  Sena- 
torial delegate, 

Mr.  LINDSAY  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  name  of  Mr.  Smyser  as 
the  Senatorial  delegate,  instead  of  Mr.  Anderson. 

Mr.  M’DOWELL  proceeded  to  address  the  Convention  on  the  motion  at 
some  length,  in  defence  of  Mr.  Anderson’s  position. 

Mr.  SCHNABEL  said  that  there  was  but  one  sovereignty  in  this  country, 
and  that  sovereignty  was  the  people.  Mr.  Anderson  stood  here  alone — sixty- 
eight  out  of  the  seventy-six  living  delegates  who  had  appointed  him,  now 
repudiated  him,  and  he  was  here  without  a constituency.  He  believed  that 
no  man  had  a right  to  force  himself  into  a representative  position  in  this 
country,  and  he  carried  this  belief  so  far  that  he  would  say  Manear  had  no  right 
to  represent  York  county  in  this  House.  He  (Manear)  had  betrayed  that 
county,  and  his  action  ought  not  bind  its  people.  He  had  nothing  to  say 
against  Mr.  Anderson  personally,  but  the  people  of  York  county  did  not  want 
him  to  represent  them  in  this  Convention.  That  fact  was  apparent.  He  was 
sorry  that  he  had  consumed,  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Convention  in  replying 
to  the  case  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Blair,  (Mr.  M’Dowell.)  It  was 
like  bringing  out  a whole  park  of  artillery  to  shoot  a tom-tit. 

The  amendment  admitting  Mr.  Smyser  was  adopted,  and  the  motion  as 
amended  was  adopted. 

The  next  case  was  that  from  the  17th  Senatorial  district.  K.  L.  Blood 
was,  on  motion,  admitted  the  delegate  without  any  discussion. 
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The  Senatorial  districts  were  than  called  over,  and  the  delegations  announced 
the  members  to  compose  the  committee  on  permanent  organization,  as  follows : 


1 and  2. — David  W.  Morris,  John 
P.  Murray,  W.  H.  Stur- 
geon, F.  P.  Magee,  Rob- 
ert Allen. 

3.  — Jacob  Danahower. 

4.  — Robert  Irwin. 

5.  — G-eorge  Smith. 

6.  — H.  K.  Sager. 

7.  — Daniel  Brown,  B.  M.  Stauffer. 

8.  — George  Bowman. 

9.  — Jacob  Dillinger. 

10. — Thomas  Craig,  jr. 


14. — Ellis  B.  Schnabel. 

15.  — Thos.  C.  M’Dowell. 

10. — George  P.  Steele. 

17. — J.  E.  Piollet. 

18.  — Henry  Sherwood. 

19.  — J.  Y.  James. 

20.  — B.  F.  Sloan. 

21. — Hugh  M'Kee. 

22.  — P.  C.  Shannon,  Jas.  A.  Gibson. 

23.  — Vm.  Workman. 

24.  — J.  B.  Sansom. 

25.  — Jacob  Forney. 

26.  — Charles  Bower. 

27. — J.  C.  Clarke. 

28.  — Chas.  D.  Hippie. 


11.  — J.  B.  Danner. 

12. — J.  C.  M’Curdy. 

13.  — George  H.  Bucher. 


The  committee  having  retired,  the  Convention  took  a recess  of  ten 
minutes. 


The  committee  on  permanent  organization  having  returned,  the  Conven- 
tion was  called  to  order. 

Mr.  JAMES,  of  Warren,  chairman  of  the  committee,  then  announced 
the  following  officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  Convention  : 


President : 

PHILIP  JOHNSON,  of  Northampton. 


Vice  Presidents : 


George  W.  Nebinger,  Philadelphia. 
Charles  Worrell,  “ “ 

W.  A.  Edwards,  “ “ 

Peter  Rambo,  “ “ 

John  G.  Brenner,  “ “ 

A.  H.  Tippen,  Montgomery. 

Samuel  Ringwalt,  Chester. 

Edw.  Thomas,  Bucks. 

W.  B.  Patton,  Lancaster. 

Wm.  M.  Breslin,  Lebanon. 

H.  Alricks,  Dauphin. 

John  A.  Slater,  Northampton. 
Charlton  Burnett,  Monroe. 

J.  B.  Danner,  Adams. 

John  Ahl,  York. 


H.  L.  Dieffenbach,  Clinton. 

J.  M.  Gemmell,  Huntingdon. 
Wallace  Seybert,  Luzerne. 
John  Blanding,  Susquehanna. 
F.  W.  Knox,  Potter. 

W.  S.  Garvin,  Mercer. 

Isaac  R.  Taylor,  Erie. 

Jonathan  Ayres,  Lawrence. 

W.  H.  M’Kee,  Allegheny. 

S.  H.  Blackburne,  Allegheny. 
Findlay  Patterson,  Washington 
Daniel  Weyand,  Somerset. 

J.  H.  Crawford,  Armstrong. 
John  Cummings,  Union. 

T.  B.  Searight,  Fayette. 

Isaac  Ward,  Schuylkill. 


John  Hartzell,  Perry. 

Henry  Flannery,  Berks. 


Secretaries : 


J.  E.  Huey,  Allegheny. 
James  Lindsay,  Greene. 

John  Campbell,  Philadelphia. 
Hiram  L.  Shaw,  Bradford. 


E.  L.  Acker,  Montgomery. 

H.  A.  Boggs,  Cambria. 

A.  M’Kinney,  Westmoreland. 
Charles  Brower,  Juniata. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  on  taking  his  seat,  addressed  the  Convention  as  follows  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Convention : 

Unexpectedly  called  upon  to  preside  over  your  deliberations,  I have  first 
to  thaak  you  for  the  honor,  for  such  I esteem  it. 

To  be  a delegate  from  Northampton,  humbly  representing  in  part  the 
Democracy  of  that  good  old  county  upon  the  floor  of  this  Convention,  was  the 
height  of  my  ambition.  But  at  a time  when  the  Democratic  party  occupies 
the  proud  position  she  now  does  before  the  nation  and  the  world — upon 
the  very  eve  of  the  inauguration  of  a Pennsylvania  President,  elected  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Democracy,  assisted,  of  course,  by  the  Democracy  of  other  States, 
to  be  called,  as  I am,  without  any  action  of  my  own,  as  you  all  know,  to  pre- 
side over  a Convention  of  the  Democracy  of  Pennsylvania,  I regard  as  an 
honor  for  which  I am  unable  to  find  words  adequate  to  express  my  most  sin- 
cere and  heartfelt  thanks ; and  I am  forced  to  believe,  gentlemen,  that  this 
high  compliment  was  intended  by  you  more  for  the  stern  Democracy  of  my 
good  old  county,  than  any  personal  merit  of  my  own. 

The  important  business  to  be  transacted  by  this  Convention,  renders  my 
position  in  a high  degree  responsible  and  delicate.  In  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  that  position  I shall  have  to  claim,  at  your  hands,  that  indulgence 
towards  the  chair,  that  you  would  have  the  chair  extend  toward  you.  I will 
not  undertake  to  enlarge  upon  the  importance  of  our  duties,  for  the  reason 
that  since  I have  mingled  among  you  I have  been  made  fully  aware  that  all 
of  you  feel  as  deeply  that  responsibility  as  I do,  and  that  you  need  no  exhorta- 
tions from  me.  I shall  discharge  the  duties  your  partiality  has  imposed  upon 
me  to  the  best  of  my  ability ; and  as  I am  aware  that  many  of  you  are  anxious 
to  get  through  with  the  business  of  the  Convention,  so  that  you  may  join  in 
that  cortege  which  will  so  soon  welcome  the  favorite  son  of  Pennsylvania  to 
the  Presidential  chair,  I will  detain  you  no  longer.  Gentlemen,  I again  thank 
you  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me. 

On  motion,  the  President  was  directed  to  appoint  a Committee  of  seven 
to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  on  motion,  adjourned  until  half  past  two  o’clock 
this  afternoon. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  half-past  two  o’clock. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  following  committee  on  resolutions: 

Messrs.  Shannon,  Buckalew,  Workman,  Westcott,  Carrigan, 
Shriner,  and  Bonsale. 

GOVERNOR. 

Mr.  M’ DOWELL  moved  that  the  Convention  proceed  to  nominate  can- 
didates to  be  balloted  for  for  nomination  for  Governor. 

Mr.  WHALLON  moved  to  add  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Canal 
Commissioner,  in  their  order,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  motion  as  amended 
was  agreed  to. 
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The  nominations  were  then  made  as  follows  : 


Mr. 

Rambo 

nominated 

Wm.  H.  Witte. 

U 

M’Kee 

u 

Samuel  W.  Black. 

(C 

Horne 

u 

F.  W Hughes. 

u 

Gilliland 

a 

Wm.  F.  Packer. 

u 

Patterson 

u 

Wm.  Hopkins. 

a 

Bower 

u 

Ephraim  Banks. 

u 

Forney 

u 

Seth  Clover. 

u 

Lindsey 

u 

John  L.  Dawson. 

u 

Grier 

u 

J.  Porter  Brawley. 

u 

Clover 

u 

George  R.  Barrett. 

u 

Young 

u 

Thos.  S.  Bell. 

u 

Baum 

u 

Isaac  Slenker. 

Mr.  FROST  presented  the  following  letter  from  Hon.  John  L.  Dawson, 
which  was  read : 

Brownsville,  Feb.  18,  1857. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention: 

After  much  reflection  on  the  course  proper  for  me  to  pursue  on  this  occa- 
sion, I have  concluded  to  withdraw  my  name  from  your  consideration  as  a 
candidate  for  the  nomination  for  Governor.  While,  in  so  doing,  I retire  from 
the  position  assigned  me  by  the  partiality  of  my  friends,  I at  the  same  time 
consult  my  own  inclinations,  which,  I am  free  to  say,  accord  well  with  the  pur- 
suits of  private  life. 

There  are,  however,  other  reasons  which  present  themselves  to  my  mind 
with  prevailing  force.  I believe  that  the  times  especially  demand  for  the 
position  a man  of  decidedly  elevated  character,  firmness  and  energy,  and  I 
trust  that  the  Convention  will  be  duly  influenced  by  these  considerations  in 
their  selection ; and  that  unity  of  the  Democracy  in  Pennsylvania,  which  was 
never  more  desirable  than  now,  when  a new  administration  under  the  auspices 
of  her  most  eminent  citizen  is  about  to  enter  upon  its  career,  appears  to  me  to 
demand  of  every  true  friend  of  his  party  the  sacrifice  of  all  narrow  and  merely 
personal  objects.  It  is  only  by  such  a selection  and  such  unity  of  action  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  restore  to  public  sentiment  that  high  moral  tone,  in  which 
legislative  corruption,  so  rife  of  late  as  to  awaken  the  earnest  solicitude  of  every 
honest  man,  shall  find  its  sternest  rebuke  and  most  effectual  corrective.  It  is 
only  by  unhesitating  concession  on  the  part  of  individuals  that  we  can  hope  for 
that  harmony  which  is  the  true  source  of  strength,  and  which  will  enable  us 
to  carry  out  those  views  of  State  and  National  policy  which  we  believe  identi- 
fied with  the  vast  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  welfare  of  our 
people. 

Impressed  with  these  convictions,  my  duty  is  a plain  one.  In  conclusion, 
I beg  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  friends  who  have  seen  proper  to  give  a kind 
expression  of  preference  for  me,  and  to  pledge  my  hearty  support  to  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  Convention. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  DAWSON. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a candidate  for  Governor : 

Messrs.  Alricks,  Ahl,  Blanding,  Brua,  Buckalew,  Bowman,  Dieflenbach, 
Evans,  Finch,  Flannery,  Gilliland,  Hunter,  Kutz,  Knox,  Lauman,  Carl, 
M’Cormick,  (Montour,)  M’ Curdy,  Orr,  Piolett,  Smyser,  Smith,  Shaw,  Scarbor- 
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ough,  Schnabel,  Steele,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Thomas,  Wunder  and  Ward  (Sus- 
quehanna)— 31 — voted  for  William  F.  Packer. 

Messrs.  Acker,  Allen,  Bucher,  Bonsall,  Brenner,  Campbell,  Carrigan, 
Deal,  Danahower,  Edwards,  Esher,  Killian,  Lippincott,  Morrison,  Miller, 
M’G-hee,  Morris,  M’Mullin,  Murray,  M’Glency,  Nebbinger,  Worrell,  Bambo, 
Sager,  Sturgeon,  School,  Tippin,  Westcott  and  Yeager — 29 — voted  for  Wm. 
H.  Witte. 

Messrs.  Ayres,  Blood,  Blackburn,  Boggs,  Cessna,  Crawford,  Clarke,  Dunn, 
Gibson,  Huey,  Herdman,  Irwin,  Jamison,  Johnson,  Marian,  M’Kee,  M’Kin- 
ney,  M’Cormick,  (Northumberland,)  Magee,  Shannon,  Shriner,  Sansom, 
Slater,  Taylor  (Beaver)  and  Weyand — 25 — voted  for  Samuel  W.  Black., 

Messrs.  Boyer,  Brush,  Frost,  Hull,  Kautz,  Lindsey,  M’Kinstry,  Patton, 
Patterson,  Ringwalt,  Rutledge,  Searight,  Stouffer,  Swan  and  Workman — 15 
— voted  for  Wm.  Hopkins. 

Messrs.  Brooks,  Danner,  Forney,  Grier,  Garvin,  James,  Price,  Plumer, 
Reily,  Sharpe,  Sloan,  Taylor  (Erie)  and  Whallon — 13 — voted  for  J.  Porter 
Brawley. 

Messrs.  Brown,  Bower,  Cummings,  Dillinger,  Gemmil,  Hartzel,  M'Dowell 
and  Woodruff — 8 — voted  for  Ephraim  Banks. 

Messrs.  Burnet,  Craig,  Clover,  Moore,  Wolf  and  Wood — 6 — voted  for  G. 
R.  Barrett. 

Messrs.  Breslin,  Hippie,  Horn  and  Ward  (Schuylkill) — 4 — voted  for  F. 
W.  Hughes. 

Mr.  Baum  voted  for  Isaac  Slenker. 

Mr.  Young  voted  for  Thos.  S.  Bell. 

When  the  result  of  the  first  ballot  was  announced,  Mr.  YOUNG  with- 
drew the  name  of  Judge  Bell. 

Mr.  HIPPLE  withdrew  the  name  of  F.  W.  Hughes,  and  presented  a let- 
ter from  that  gentleman,  which  was  read  as  follows : 

Messrs.  Hippie,  Ward  and  Horn  : 

Gentlemen  : — The  County  Convention  that  selected  you  as  delegates  to 
the  State  Convention  about  to  assemble  at  Harrisburg,  without  previous  inti- 
mation to  me  by  any  one,  recommended  myself  for  the  Gubernatorial  nomina- 
tion, and  instructed  you  to  sustain  the  preference  designated.  I need  not  say 
that  I have  felt  flattered  by,  and  am  deeply  grateful  for  this  manifestation  of 
confidence  and  regard  on  the  part  of  my  Democratic  brethren  in  this  county. 
Had  I been  consulted,  however,  I should — by  announcing  the  resolve  for  some 
time  entertained  to  decline  all  political  official  position — probably  have  occa- 
sioned the  enunciation  of  preference  for  some  other  Democrat  better  qualified, 
more  available  as  a candidate,  and  whose  ambition  can  be  more  attracted  by  the 
responsibilities  and  honor  of  the  post  of  Governor  of  this  great  State.  I must 
ask  of  you  therefore  not  to  regard  myself  as  a candidate. 

I have  no  other  wish  to  express  in  the  premises  than  that  the  choice  of 
the  Convention  may  fall  upon  one  who,  with  moral  and  intellectual  qualifica- 
tions for  the  high  post,  shall,  by  the  integrity  of  his  past  adherence  to  the 
great  cardinal  doctrines  of  our  party,  inspire  its  members  with  such  confidence 
and  enthusiasm  as  again  to  rally  in  their  might  and  vanquish  a desperate 
opposition,  cemented  by  the  absorbing  passion  of  hate  to  the  great  truths  of 
Democracy. 

I am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  HUGHES. 


Pottsville,  Feb,  27,  1857. 
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Mr.  BROOKS  withdrew  the  name  of  J.  Porter  Brawley,  and  presented 
the  following  letter,  which  was  read : 

Surveyor  Generai/s  Office,  > 
Harrisburg,  March  2,  1857  j 

Dear  Sir  : — Having  learned  that  my  friends  have  presented  my  name 
to  the  Democratic  Convention  (in  session  here  to-day)  as  a candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor, I respectfully  ask  you  to  withdraw  the  same.  Wishing  that  the  Con- 
vention may  unite  cordially  and  unanimously  on  whoever  may  be  its  choice, 
and  in  such  a manner  as  to  ensure  the  triumph  of  our  party  by  a good  old 
fashioned  Democratic  majority,  and  sincerely  thanking  my  friends  for  their  . 
confidence  and  partiality, 

I remain  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  PORTER  BRAWLEY. 

Mr.  BAUM  withdrew  the  name  of  Mr.  SLENKER. 


The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  a 


Second  Ballot. 

Seventh  Ballot. 

Mr.  Packer 

had  39  votes. 

Sir.  Packer 

had 

49  votes. 

u Black 

“ 39 

CC 

“ Blvck 

cc 

45 

CC 

“ Witte 

“ 33 

CC 

“ Witte 

cc 

38 

CC 

“ Hopkins 

“ 18 

cc 

“ Hopkins 

cc 

1 

cc 

“ Banks 

“ 5 

cc 

“ Barrett 

“ 2 

cc 

Eiqhth  Ballot. 

Third  Ballot. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

50  votes. 

Mr.  Packer 

had  42  votes. 

“ Black 

cc 

44 

cc 

“ Black 

“ 36 

cc 

“ Witte 

U 

38 

cc 

“ Witte 

“ 36 

cc 

“ Hopkins 

cc 

1 

cc 

“ Hopkins 

“ 16 

cc 

u Banks 

“ 3 

cc 

Ninth  Ballot. 

Fourth  Ballot. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

49  votes. 

Mr.  Packer 

had  46  votes. 

“ Black 

CC 

44 

cc 

“ Witte 

“ 36 

cc 

“ Witte 

cc 

39 

cc 

<£  Black 

“ 33 

cc 

“ Hopkins 

cc 

1 

cc 

“ Hopkins 

“ 18 

cc 

Fifth  Ballot. 

Tenth  Ballot. 

Mr.  Packer 

had  47  votes. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

48  votes. 

“ Black 

“ 36 

cc 

“ Black 

cc 

45 

cc 

“ W itte 

“ 38 

cc 

“ Witte 

cc 

39 

cc 

“ Hopkins 

“ 12 

cc 

u Hopkins 

cc 

1 

cc 

Sixth  Ballot. 

Eleventh  Ballot. 

Mr.  Packer 

had  49  votes. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

48  votes. 

“ Black 

“ 41 

“ Black 

39 

a 

u Witte 

“ 28 

(C 

“ Witte 

<( 

38 

Cl 

cc  Hopkins 

“ 5 

cc 

“ Hopkins 

a 

8 

cc 

Twelfth  Ballot. 

Mr. 

Packer 

had 

47  votes. 

u 

Black 

CC 

36  “ 

cc 

Witte 

cc 

39  “ 

cc 

Hopkins 

cc 

11  « 
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Mr.  HUNTER  moved  that  the  Convention  do  now  adjourn  until  half 
past  seven  o’clock  this  evening. 

On  this  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  required,  and  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Alricks,  Acker,  Ahl,  Brown,  Boyer,  Boggs,  Brooks, 
Brua,  Bowman,  Brush,  Breslin,  Bower,  Burnett,  Campbell,  Clover,  Crawford, 
Carl,  Dillinger,  Dunn,  Flannery,  Frost,  Forney,  G-emmil,  Gibson,  Grier,  Hart- 
rsel,  Huey,  fierdman,  Hunter,  Jamison,  Kntz,  Killain,  Kautz,  Lindsay,  Law- 
man, Marian,  M’Kee,  Patton,  Plumer,  Patterson,  Ringwalt,  Smyser,  Smith, 
Scarborough,  Sloan,  Stauffer,  Slater,  Swan,  Whallon,  Workman,  Wunder, 
Ward,  (Schuylkill,)  and  Wood, — 53. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Ayres,  Allen,  Baum,  Blanding,  Blood,  Blackburn,  Buek- 
alew,  Bucher,  Bonsall,  Brenner,  Craig,  Cessna,  Clarke,  Carrigan,  Deal,  Dana- 
hower,  Danner,  Dieffenbach,  Edwards,  Esher,  Evans,  Finch,  Gilliland,  Garvin, 
Hippie,  Hull,  Horn,  Irwin,  James,  Johnson,  Knox,  Lippincott,  Morrison, 
Miller,  M’Cormick,  (Montour,)  M’Cormick,  (Northumberland,)  M’Ghee, 
M’Dowell,  M’Kinstry,  M’Kinney,  Morris,  Moore,  M’Mullin,  Murray,  Magee, 
M’Glency,  M5  Curdy,  Nebinger,  Orr,  Price,  Piollet,  Reily,  Rutledge,  Rambo, 
Sager,  Shannon,  Searight,  Shriner,  Sansom,  Shaw,  Sharp,  Schnabel,  Steele, 
Seybert,  Sturgeon,  School,  Sherwood,  Taylor,  (Beaver,)  Taylor,  (Erie,)  Tippin, 
Westcott,  Worrell,  Ward,  (Susquehanna,)  Weyand,  Young,  and  Yeager, — 76. 


So  the  question  was 

determined  in  the  negative. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the 

Thirteenth  Ballot 

Mr.  Packer 

• had 

47  votes. 

“ Black 

U 

33  “ 

“ Witte 

« 

38  “ 

“ Hopkins 

u 

15  “ 

A motion  was  here  made  that  the  Convention  adjourn  until  eight  o’clock, 

but  was  not  agreed  to — yeas  65,  nays  67. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the 

Fourteenth  Ballot 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

44  votes. 

“ Black 

U 

39  “ 

“ Witte 

u 

40  “ 

“ Hopkins 

« 

10  “ 

Mr.  BUCKALEW 

moved  that  when  the  Convention  adjourn  it  adjourn 

to  meet  at  half  past  eight  o’clock,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCKALEW 

then  moved  that  the  Convention  adjourn,  which  was 

adopted,  and  the  Convention 

Adjourned. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  half  past  eight  o’clock. 
The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  fifteenth  ballot,  with  the  following 

result : 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

47  votes. 

“ Witte 

U 

40  “ 

“ Black 

u 

32  “ 

“ Hopkins 

H 

14  “ 

14 
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Before  proceeding  to  the  sixteenth  ballot,  Mr.  CESSNA  moved  that  in 
each  succeeding  ballot  after  two,  the  lowest  candidate  upon  the  list  should  be 
dropped,  and  so  on  until  the  nomination  was  made. 

Mr.  WHALLON  objected  to  this  motion.  It  was  departing  from  the 
established  usages  of  the  party. 

Mr.  CESSNA  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  vote  for  the  motion 
himself.  He  made  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  expression  of  opinion  from 
members  of  the  Convention.  It  was  but  right  that  the  lungs  of  the  Secre- 
taries should  rest  and  those  of  members  be  exercised.  If  the  motion  was 
adopted,  one  of  the  prominent  candidates  must  be  nominated,  and  he  thought 
this  was  right.  One  of  these  deserved  a nomination,  and  two  or  three  ballots 
more  would,  under  the  motion,  decide  who  should  be  the  Democratic  nomi- 
nee. There  was  no  hard  feeling  existing,  and  he  wanted  none  to  exist.  Any 
one  of  these  men  would,  he  thought,  be  acceptable  to  the  party,  and  a nomi- 
nation ought  to  be  made.  If,  however,  the  Convention  were  not  ready  for  the 
motion  yet,  he  would  withdraw  it  for  the  present,  but  he  wanted  io  hear  fur- 
ther from  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  M’DOWELL  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  “10th”  ballot, 
instead  of  the  “2d.” 

Mr.  LINDSAY  moved  to  postpone  the  motion,  with  the  amendment,  for 
the  present,  which  was  agreed  to. 


Sixteenth  Ballot. 

Twentieth  Ballot. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

48  votes. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

59  votes. 

“ Witte 

U 

48  “ 

“ Witte 

u 

50 

U 

“ Black 

U 

24  “ 

“ Black 

<( 

22 

u 

“ Hopkins 

u 

18  “ 

“ Hopkins 

a 

2 

u 

Seventeenth  Ballot. 

Twenty-first  Ballot . 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

49  votes. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

60  votes. 

Witte 

u 

46  “ 

“ Witte 

U 

51 

u 

“ Black 

u 

22  « 

“ Black 

u 

22 

u 

“ Hopkins 

u 

16  “ 

Eighteenth  Ballot. 

Twenty-second  Ballot. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

54  votes. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

61  votes. 

“ Witte 

U 

47  “ 

“ Witte 

u 

47 

u 

“ Black 

u 

22  « 

“ Black 

u 

25 

u 

“ Hopkins 

u 

10  “ 

Nineteenth  Ballot. 

Twenty-third  Ballot. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

57  votes. 

Mr.  Packer 

had 

61  votes. 

“ Witte 

u 

50  “ 

“ Witte 

u 

51 

u 

“ Black 

u 

22  “ 

“ Black 

u 

21 

(C 

“ Hopkins 

u 

4 «. 

Twenty-fourth  Ballot. 

Messrs.  Alricks,  Ahl,  Baum,  Brown,  Blanding,  Blood,  Boyer,  Buckalew, 
Bowman,  Bower,  Carl,  Cessna,  Cummings,  Clover,  Danner,  Dieffenbach, 
Evans,  Finch,  Flannery,  Frost,  Forney,  Gemmil,  Gilliland,  Grier,  Garvin, 
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Hartzell,  Hull,  Hunter,  Horn,  Irwin,  James,  Jamison,  Kutz,  Knox,  Kautz, 
Lauman,  M’Cormick,  (Montour,)  M’Kinstry,  M’Cormick,  (Northumberland,) 
Moore,  M’ Curdy,  Orr,  Price,  Patton,  Piolett,  Plumer,  Patterson,  Ringwalt, 
Sager,  Smyser,  Shriner,  Smith,  Shaw,  Scarborough,  Sharp,  Schnabel,  Sloan, 
Stauffer,  Steele,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Taylor,  (Erie,)  Thomas,  Wunder,  Wood- 
ruff, Ward,  (Schuylkill,)  Ward,  (Susquehanna,)  and  Young,  68 — voted  for 
William  F.  Packer. 

Messrs.  Ayres,  Acker,  Allen,  Boggs,  Brooks,  Bucher,  Brush,  Burnett,  Bon- 
sall,  Brenner,  Campbell,  Craig,  Crawford,  Carrigan,  Deal,  Danahower,  Dillin- 
ger,  Edwards,  Esher,  Hippie,  Johnson,  Killian,  Lippincott,  Lindsay,  Morri- 
son, Miller,  Marian,  M’Kee,  M’Dowell,  M’Kinney,  Morris,  M’Mullm,  Murray, 
Magee,  M’Glency,  Nebinger,  Reily,  Rutledge,  Rambo,  Slater,  Sturgeon, 
School,  Swan,  Tippin,  Westcott,  Whallon,  Workman,  Wolf,  Worrell,  Wood 
and  Yeager,  51 — voted  for  William  H.  Witte. 

Messrs.  Blackburn,  Brua,  Breslin,  Clarke,  Dunn,  Gibson,  Huey,  Herd- 
man,  McGhee,  Shannon,  Searight,  Sansom,  Taylor,  (Beaver,)  and  Weyand, 
14 — voted  for  Samuel  W.  Black. 

William  F.  Packer  having  received  a majority  of  all  the  votes,  was  de- 
clared to  be  nominated;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M’DOWELL,  the  nomination  was  declared  to  be 
unanimous  by  the  Convention. 

Supreme  Judge. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  nominate  candidates  for  Supreme 
J udge,  as  follows  : 


Mr. 

Westcott 

nominated 

Hon.  Ellis  Lewis. 

U 

Flannery, 

u 

“ Wm.  Strong. 

U 

Cunningham 

u 

“ Samuel  Hepburn. 

(C 

Price 

c 

“ James  Thompson. 

a 

James 

u 

“ Gaylord  Church. 

u 

Shaw 

u 

“ Wm.  Elwell. 

cc 

Dunn 

u 

“ P.  C.  Shannon, 

u 

Blood 

u 

“ Augustus  Drum. 

u 

M’Cormick 

u 

“ A.  Jordan. 

u 

Searight 

u 

Gen.  J.  B.  Howell. 

u 

Herdman 

(C 

Wm.  A.  Stokes,  Esq. 

u 

M’Mullm 

u 

Edward  Lowe,  Esq. 

u 

Gemmil 

u 

John  Scott,  Esq. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a letter  from  the  members  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Bar,  and  asked  that  it  be  read.  The  Convention  declined  to  hear  the 
letter 

Mr.  M’KINNEY  presented  the  following  letter  from  Wm.  A.  Stokes, 
Esq.,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  proceedings,  as 
follows : 

Ludwick,  Westmoreland  County,  j 
Feb.  28,  1857.  j 

To  the  Westmoreland  Delegation  in  the  State  Convention. 

Gentlemen  : — I reply  to  your  enquiry  by  stating  that  I am  not  a candi- 
date for  the  Supreme  Bench. 
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My  name  has  been  referred  to  in  this  connection,  without  my  consent 
and  against  my  wishes,  as  I have  uniformly  stated  to  gentlemen  who  have 
addressed  me  on  the  subject. 

If  I desired  office,  which  certainly  I do  not,  considerations  of  the  duty 
which  every  Democrat  owes  to  his  party  and  every  citizen  owes  to  his  country 
would  deter  me  from  allowing  my  name  to  be  presented  to  the  Convention, 
and  thus  possibly  increasing,  in  ever  so  slight  degree,  the  contest  of  the  friends 
of  the  respective  candidates.  We  must  all  unite  our  zealous  and  self-sacrifi- 
cing efforts  to  restore  that  fraternal  harmony,  now  partially  impaired,  on  which 
depends  the  power  of  the  party  and  consequently  the  security  of  the  State. 
We  must  forget  all  in  the  past  which  may  cause  discord  in  the  future. 

If  in  the  course  of  political  arrangements  or  contests  there  are  those  who 
esteem  themselves  slighted  or  wronged,  they  especially  have  the  power  to 
exhibit  the  glorious  magnanimity  of  true  patriots  who,  discarding  self,  seize 
with  alacrity  the  opportunity  to  do  a great  good,  thus  illustrating  in  affairs  of 
state,  the  cardinal  maxim  of  Christianity. 

Besides,  as  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  have  vindicated  their  wisdom  by 
the  election  of  Judges  who  are,  at  least,  equal,  as  a body,  to  those  of  any 
former  period  of  the  history  of  the  Commonwealth,  they  should  exhibit  their 
constancy  by  re-electing  those  who  have  proved  themselves  worthy  of  their 
trust.  Judge  Lewis  has  been  tried  and  has  not  been  found  wanting.  The 
Democratic  doctrine  of  true  conservatism  demands  that  he  should  receive  the 
reward  of  his  well  doing. 

As  one  of  your  constituents  you  will  not  consider  me  intrusive  in  ventur- 
ing these  hasty  suggestions,  of  the  force  of  which  you  will  judge. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

WILLIAM  A.  STOKES. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Supreme  Judge,  as  follows  : 

First  Ballot. 

Messrs.  Baum,  Boyer,  Blackburn,  Boggs,  Brush,  Bower,  Burnett,  Bren' 
ner,  Campbell,  Cummings,  Crawford,  Clark,  Deal,  Dunn,  Evans,  Gibson,  Hip' 
pie,  Huey,  Herdman,  Hull,  Kautz,  Lippincott,  M’Cormick,  (Montour,)  M’Ghee> 
M’Kee,  Moore,  M’Mullin,  M’Glency,  Nebinger,  Patton,  Plumer,  Butledge, 
Smyser,  Shannon,  Stauffer,  Steele,  Seybert,  Slater,  Sherwood,  Westcott,  Wor- 
rell, Ward  (Schuylkill)  and  Yeager — 43 — voted  for  Ellis  Lewis. 

Messrs.  Alricks,  Ayres,  Acker,  Ahl,  Brua,  Buckalew,  Bowman,  Breslin, 
Carl,  Cessna,  Clover,  Dieffenbach,  Dillinger,  Flannery,  Gilliland,  Hunter,  Horn, 
Johnson,  Kutz,  Knox,  Lauman,  Morrison,  Miller,  M’Curdy,  Ringwalt,  Sager, 
Smith,  Scarborough,  Sharp,  Schnabel,  Taylor,  (Beaver,)  Thomas,  Tippin, 
Wunder,  Wolf  and  Wood — 36 — voted  for  Wm.  Strong. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Bucher,  Bonsall,  Carrigan,  Danahower,  Danner,  Edwards, 
Esher,  Hartzell,  Irwin,  Killian,  M’Kinstry,  Morris,  Murray,  Magee,  Orr,  Reily, 
Sansom,  School  and  Woodruff — 20 — voted  for  Samuel  Hepburn. 

Messrs.  Craig,  Frost,  Lindsay,  Patterson,  Searight,  Sturgeon,  Swan, 
Workman  and  Weyand — 9 — voted  for  Joshua  B.  Howell. 

Messrs.  Blood,  Forney,  Jamison,  Marian,  M’Kinney,  Rambo  and  Young 
— 7 — voted  for  Augustus  Drum. 

Messrs.  Blanding,  Finch,  Piollet,  Shaw  and  Ward  (Susquehanna) — 5 — 
voted  for  Wm.  Ellwell. 

Messrs.  Price,  Sloan,  Taylor  (Erie)  and  Whallon  4 voted  for  James 
Thompson. 

Messrs.  Brown,  Gemmil  and  M’Dowell-— 3-  voted  for  John  Scott. 
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Messrs.  Grier,  Garvin  and  James — 3-~voted  for  Gaylord  Church. 

Messrs.  M’Cormick  (Northumberland)  and  Shriner — 2 — voted  for  A. 
Jordan. 

Mr.  Brooks  voted  for  Mr.  Clarke. 

The  names  of  Messrs.  Jordan,  Thompson,  Drum,  Church,  Scott,  Howell, 
Shannon,  Lowe  and  Stokes  were  withdrawn. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  a 

Second  Balbt. 

Messrs.  Baum,  Brown,  Blood,  Boyer,  Blackburn,  Boggs,  BuckaleW, 
Brooks,  Brush,  Bower,  Burnett,  Campbell,  Craig,  Cummings,  Crawford,  Glarke, 
Carrigan,  Deal,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Evans,  Frost,  Forney,  Gemmil,  Gibson,  Grier, 
Garvin,  Hippie,  Huey,  Herdman,  Hull,  Irwin,  Johnson,  Kautz,  Lippincott, 
Morrison,  Miller,  M’Ghee,  M’Kee,  M’Kinney,  Morris,  Moore,  M’Mullin,  Mur- 
ray, Magee,  M’Glency,  Nebinger,  Price,  Patton,  Plumer,  Patterson,  Rutledge, 
Rambo,  Smyser,  Shannon,  Searight,  Shriner,  Scarborough,  Stauffer,  Steele, 
Seybert,  Sturgeon,  School,  Sherwoood,  Westcott,  Workman,  Wolf,  Worrell, 
Ward,  (Schuylkill,)  Wood,  Yeager  and  Young — 73 — voted  for  Ellis  Lewis. 

Messrs.  Alricks,  Ayres,  Acker,  Ahl,  Blanding,  Braa,  Bowman,  Breslin, 
Carl,  Cessna,  Clover,  Dieffenbach,  Dillinger,  Finch,  Flannery,  Gilliland,  Hun' 
ter,  Horn,  Jamison,  Kutz,  Knox,  Lauman,  M’Cormick,  (Montour,)  Marian, 
M’Dowell,  M’Kinstry,  M’Cormick,  (Northumberland,)  M’ Curdy,  Orr,  Piollet, 
Ringwalt,  Sager,  Sansom,  Smith,  Shaw,  Sharp,  Schnabel,  Sloan,  Swan,  Tay- 
lor, (Beaver,)  Taylor,  (Erie,)  Thomas,  Tippin,  Whallon,  Wunder,  Ward,  (Sus- 
quehanna) and  Weyand — 47 — voted  for  Wm.  Strong. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Bucher,  Bonsall,  Brenner,  Danahower,  Danner,  Esher, 
Hartzell,  Killian,  Lindsay,  Reiley  and  Woodruff — 12— voted  for  Samuel 
Hepburn. 

The  nomination  of  Judge  Lewis  was  unanimously  confirmed, 

CANAL  COMMISSIONER. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  nominate  candidates  for  Canal  Com 


missioner,  as 

follows  : 

Mr. 

Danner 

nominated 

Nimrod  Strickland. 

cc 

Edwards 

u 

David  Laury. 

cc 

Sager 

cc 

Edward  Nicholson. 

cc 

Sloan 

cc 

Joseph  Clarke. 

cc 

Sansom 

cc 

P.  F.  Gibbons. 

cc 

M’Mullin 

cc 

Owen  H.  Quinn. 

CC 

Lindsay 

cc 

R.  K.  Campbell. 

cc  - 

Baum 

cc 

Thos.  Bower. 

cc 

Horn 

cc 

Elwood  Morris. 

CC 

Workman 

cc 

Wm.  Hatfield. 

cc 

Ward 

cc 

John  Blanding. 

cc 

M’Mullen 

cc 

Edward  Lowe. 

cc 

Shriner 

cc 

Charles  Carter. 

Cc 

Blackburn 

cc 

Findlay  Patterson, 

CC 

Bower 

cc 

Casper  Dull. 

B 
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The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Canal  Commissioner,  as 
follows : 

First  Ballot. 

Messrs.  Alricks,  Acker,  Ahl,  Blanding,  Blood,  Bowman,  Brash,  Breslin, 
Cessna,  Danner,  Dieffenbach,  Evans,  Finch,  Flannery,  Gilliland,  Hartzel,  Hip- 
pie, Irwin,  Killain,  Kautz,  Lippincott,  Lauman,  M’Cormick,  (Montour,)  M - 
Cormiek,  (Northumberland,)  M’Glency,  Patton,  Piollet,  Plumer,  Bingwalt, 
Bambo,  Shannon,  Smith,  Scarborough,  Sharp,  Schnabel,  Sloan,  Stauffer,  Sey- 
bert,  Slater,  Sturgeon,  Sherwood,  Taylor,  (Erie,)  Tippin,  Westcott,  Woodruff, 
Ward,  (Schuylkill,)  Weyand  and  Young — 48 — voted  for  Nimrod  Strick- 
land. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Buckalew,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Bonsall,  Brenner,  Craig,  Car- 
rigan,  Deal,  Danahower,  Dillinger,  Edwards,  Esher,  Grier,  Johnson,  Miller, 
M’Kinstry,  Patterson,  Morris,  Moore,  M’Mullin,  Murray,  Magee,  Nebinger, 
Eeily,  Steele,  School,  Wolf,  Ward,  (Susquehanna,)  Wood  and  Yearsley — 39 — 
voted  for  Dayid  Laury. 

Messrs.  Ayres,  Clover,  Crawford,  Clarke,  Forney,  Hunter,  Jamison, 
Knox,  Marian,  M’Kee,  M’Kinney,  Patterson  and  Shaw — 13 — voted  for  Jos. 
Clarke. 

Messrs.  Baum,  Brown,  Bucher,  Bower,  Cummings,  Gemini],  and  M’Dow- 
ell — 7 — voted  for  Casper  Dull. 

Messrs.  Boggs,  Butledge  and  Sansom — 3 — voted  for  P.  F.  Gibbons. 

Messrs.  James,  Morrison,  M’Curdy,  Price,  Sager  and  Thomas — 6 — voted 
for  Edward  Nicholson. 

Messrs.  Gibson,  Huey,  M’Ghee  and  Orr — 4 — voted  for  Findlay  Pat- 
terson. 

Messrs.  Frost,  Searight,  Swan  and  Workman — 4 — voted  for  Wm.  Hat- 
FIELD. 

Messrs.  Garvin,  Shrincr,  Taylor  (Beaver)  and  Whallon — 4 — voted  for 
Charles  Carter. 

Mr.  Campbell  voted  for  Owen  H.  Quinn. 

Mr.  Lindsay  voted  for  B.  K.  Campbell. 

The  names  of  Messrs.  Patterson,  Gibbons,  Morris,.  Campbell,  Nicholson, 
Carter  and  Hatfield  were  withdrawn. 

There  being  no  choice,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a 

Second  Ballot. 

Messrs.  Alricks,  Acker,  Ahl,  Baum,  Brown,  Blanding,  Blood,  Boyer; 
Blackburn,  Brua,  Boggs,  Bucher,  Bowman,  Brush,  Breslin,  Carl,  Cessna,  Cum- 
mings, Clarke,  Danner,  Dieffenbach,  Evans,  Finch,  Flannery,  Frost,  Geinmil, 
Gilliland,  Gibson,  Garvin,  Hartzell,  Hippie,  Huey,  Hull,  Hunter,  Irwin,  James, 
Jamison,  Knox,  Killian,  Lauman,  M’Cormick,  (Montour,)  M’Ghee,  M’Cor- 
mick, (North’d,)  Morris,  Moore,  M’Mullin,  M’Glency,  M’Curdy,  Orr,  Price, 
Patton,  Piollet,  Plumer,  Patterson,  Bingwalt,  Butledge,  Bambo,. Sager,  Swarr, 
Smyser,  Shannon,  Searight,  Shriner,  Sansom,  Smith,  Shaw,  Scarborough, 
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Sharp,  Schnabel,  Sloan,  Stauffer,  Slater,  Sturgeon,  School,  Sherwood,  Swan, 
Taylor,  (Beaver,)  Taylor,  (Erie,)  Thomas,  Tippin,  Westcott,  Whallon,  Work, 
man,  Wunder,  Woodruff,  Ward,  (Susquehanna,)  Weyand  and  Young — 88 — 
voted  for  Nimrod  Strickland. 

Messrs.  Ayres,  Allen,  Buckalew,  Brooks,  Burnett,  Bonsall,  Brenner 
Campbell,  Craig,  Carrigan,  Deal,  Danahower,  Dillinger,  Edwards,  Esher,  For- 
ney, Grier,  Horn,  Johnson,  Kutz,  Miller,  Morrison,  M’Kee,  M’Dowell,  M’Kin- 
stry,  Murray,  Magee,  Steele,  Wolf,  Worrell,  Wood  and  Yeager — 32 — voted  for 
David  Lacry. 

Messrs.  Clover,  Crawford,  Marian  and  M’  Kinney — 1 — voted  for  Joseph 
Clarke. 

Mr.  Bower,  voted  for  Casper  Dull. 

On  motion,  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Strickland  was  unanimously  con- 
firmed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CESSNA,  the  communication  relative  to  Judge  Lewis 
was  ordered  to  be  read  and  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  as 
follows : 

Philadelphia,  February  29,  1857. 

To  Gideon  G.  Westcott  and  others,  Delegates  from  Philadelphia  to  State 

Convention : 

Gentlemen: — The  undersigned  members  of  the  bar  of  Philadelphia, 
address  you  as  delegates  to  the  Convention  which  meets  at  Harrisburg  on  the 
second  of  March,  to  nominate  a candidate  for  the  Supreme  Bench,  on  the 
•expiration  of  Judge  Lewis’s  term.  We  wish  to  be  understood  as  writing  this 
letter  with  no  reference,  direct  or  indirect,  to  party  politics,  but  from  a sense 
of  duty  to  the  public  and  the  cause  of  the  administration  of  the  law  in  which, 
as  professional  men,  we  are  deeply  interested.  We  are  desirous  that  Judge 
Lewis  should  be  re-nominated  by  his  political  friends.  Since  he  has  been 
known  to  us  as  a Judge,  he  has  commanded  respect  by  his  learning  and 
ability,  and  conciliated  the  regard  of  us  all  by  his  uniform  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness of  deportment.  This  is,  we  believe,  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  this 
bar.  His  nomination  and  election  will  give  general  satisfaction  from  these 
personal  considerations  alone. 

But  there  are  others  of  still  greater  import  which  we  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting  to  you.  The  instability  of  an  elective  judiciary  can  only  be  cor- 
rected by  the  proof  that  a re-election  can  always  be  commanded  by  good  con- 
duct; and  that  the  people  will  not  change  their  Judges  merely  for  the  sake 
of  change.  In  the  case  of  the  first  vacancy  which  occurred  by  rotation  on 
the  bench,  the  incumbent  was  without  dissent  re-nominated,  and  without  diffi- 
culty re-elected.  This  was  the  case  of  Judge  Black,  whose  original  term  was 
the  shortest,  being  but  for  three  years.  Judge  Lewis’s  term  of  six  years  is 
now  expiring,  and  we  shall  be  much  gratified,  if,  by  his  political  friends  at 
least,  the  same  rule  can  apply  to  him. 

In  thus  addressing  you,  we  earnestly  disclaim  any  intention  to  intrude 
our  counsel  on  you,  or  the  Convention  of  which  you  are  members.  With  the 
party  you  represent,  some  of  us  have  no  connection.  But  as  citizens  and 
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iawyers,  we  feel  we  are  doing  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  a most  meritorfexss 

public  officer,  by  bringing  this  matter  to  your 
We  are,  with  sincere  respect. 

view. 

B.  Gerhard, 

€r.  M.  Wharton, 

Benjamin  H.  Brewster, 

A.  J.  Fisher, 

Tbeo.  Cuyler, 

C.  Ingersoll, 

Constant  Guillow, 

James  C.  Vandyke, 

Samuel  H.  Perkins, 

St.  Geo.  T.  Campbell, 

Robert  P.  Kane, 

Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

J.  F.  Johnson, 

Henry  M.  Phillips, 

Henry  J.  Williams, 

Henry  Johnston, 

A.  Y.  Parsons, 

Francis  Wharton, 

Ed.  Wain, 

J.  A.  Phillips, 

Fred,  C.  Brightly, 

Geo.  Junkin,  Jr., 

P.  McCall, 

H.  C.  Townsend, 

F.  Carroll  Brewster, 

Wm.  W.  Juvenal, 

John  Fallon, 

S.  Serrill, 

W.  L.  Hirst, 

Thomas  J.  Diehl, 

John  Hamilton,  Jr., 

Geo.  Barton, 

P.  P.  Morris, 

CJhas.  E.  Lex, 

W.  J.  McElroy, 

Frederick  C.  Kreider, 

Jno.  T.  Montgomery, 

Wm.  Sergeant, 

Geo.  L.  Ashraead, 

Henry  M.  Dechert, 

E.  Ingersoll, 

Andrew  Miller, 

James  R.  Ludlow, 

Jas.  Bayard, 

J.  Randall, 

W.  Heyward  Deayton, 

Wm.  E.  Lehman, 

William  B.  Reed, 

Eli  K.  Price, 

Geo.  W.  Biddle, 

H.  R.  Kneass, 

Ed.  E.  Law, 

Wm.  S.  Price, 

Wm.  Henry  Rawle, 

Joseph  A.  Clay, 

J.  A.  Spencer, 

Geo.  Northrop, 

Horatio  Gates  Jones, 

N.  B,  Browne, 

M.  Russell  Thayer. 

A motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  when  the  Convention  adjourn  if 


adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  9 o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCK  ALE  W,  the  President  was  authorized  to  ap- 
point a State  Committee  of  at  least  one  from  each  Senatorial  District. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUMMINGS,  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint 
a Committee  of  five  to  inform  Gen.  Packer  of  his  nomination. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Cummings,  M’Dowell,  M’Kse  and  Acker, 
said  Committee. 

The  Convention  then,  at  half-past  12  o’clock,  adjourned 


SECOND  DAY. 

Harrisburg,  March  3,  1857. 
The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order  at  9 o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALRICKS  the  Convention  dispensed  with  the  read 
ing  of  the  minutes  of  yesterday. 
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Mr.  CESSNA  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  are  hereby  tendered  to  the 
President,  for  the  able,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  pre- 
sided ever  our  deliberations. 

Mr.  SHANNON,  Chaimam  of  the  Committee  on  resolutions,  reported 
the  following : 

Resolved,  That,  as  representatives  of  the  great  party  founded  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  we  salute  our  political  brethren  of  the  other  States  with  congratu- 
lations upon  the  auspicious  and  just  result  of  the  recent  Presidential  election, 
achieved  by  our  united  efforts  and  sacrifices,  (with  the  aid  of  patriotic  men 
heretofore  attached  to  other  political  bodies,)  and  necessary,  as  we  believe,  to 
the  honor  and  prosperity  of  our  common  country,  and  the  continuance  amongst 
us  of  the  blessings  of  good  government.  > 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  recent  political  action  in  the  American  Union 
has  clearly  shown  the  usefulness  and  necessity  of  our  party,  as  a great  conser- 
vative organization,  able  to  resist  and  put  down  extreme  and  impracticable 
theories  of  government  and  social  order ; to  preserve  the  Constitutional  com- 
pact between  the  States  from  loose  and  dangerous  constructions,  as  well  as 
open  violation ; to  hold  in  cheek  the  passions  of  the  country  when  directed  by 
local  excitement  or  other  cause,  against  fundamental  points  of  our  political 
system,  and  to  preserve  to  ourselves,  and  to  those  who  come  after  us,  the  rich 
and  invaluable  legacy  of  free  and  well-ordered  institutions  established  by  our 
fathers. 

Resolved,  That  to  the  existence  and  efficiency  of  our  party  adherence  to  its 
amles  and  usages  is  essential,  and  that  right  reason  and  experience  prove  that 
without  such  adherence,  division,  disaster  and  defeat  are  inevitable ; all  depar- 
tures, therefore,  from  our  party  laws,  in  State  or  local  action,  are  to  be  depre- 
cated and  resisted  as  evidently  fraught  with  elements  of  danger,  injury  and 
eventual  destruction. 

Resolved,  That  on  behalf  of  the  Pennsylvania  Democracy,  in  addition  to  the 
re-affirmance  of  our  past  principles  and  policy,  we  announce  as  rules  for  our 
future  action,  the  limitation  of  public  expenditures  to  moderate  and  necessary 
outlays ; the  sparing  and  careful  grants  of  corporate  power ; the  enactment  of 
laws  in  obedience  to  public  opinion  rather  than  in  advance  or  in  contempt  of 
it  ■,  occasional  and  prudent  amendments  of  the  Constitution  as  experience  may 
demonstrate  them  to  be  necessary  to  the  welfare  and  protection  of  the  people ; 
the  encouragement  of  virtue  and  intelligence  as  the  main  supports  of  our  polit- 
ical system  • the  rigid  accountability  of  public  servants,  and  the  cultivation  of 
just  and  amicable  relations  with  our  sister  States,  without  subserviency  to  the 
passions  or  policy  of  any  of  them,  but  with  a frank  concession  of  the  constitu- 
tional and  equal  rights  of  each.  These  are  grounds  upon  which,  as  heretofore, 
we  propose  to  maintain  the  character  of  our  Commonwealth,  as  a free,  powerful 
and  illustrious  member  of  the  American  Union. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  support  of  the  people  the  candidates 
nominated  by  this  Convention  as  men  of  character  and  experience,  well  quali- 
fied for  the  posts  to  which  they  have  been  respectively  named,  in  the  full  as- 
surance that  if  elected  they  will  discharge  their  official  duties  with  intelli- 
gence, fidelity  and  success. 

Resolved , That  we  congratulate  the  Democratic  party  and  the  country 
upon  the  triumphant  election  of  James  Buchanan  and  John  C-  Breckinridge, 
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to  tlie  Presidency  and  Vice  Presidency  of  the  United  States;  and  that  in  view 
of  the  whole  political  history  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  rendered  memorable  by  his 
steady  and  patriotic  adherence  to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  maxims  of  its 
fathers,  we,  the  representatives  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the  State,  in  full 
Convention  assembled,  do  most  confidently  pledge  to  our  brethren  of  the  Union, 
a wise,  conservative  and  constitutional  administration  of  the  government,  under 
the  guidance  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  President. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  late  proceedings  which  resulted  in  the  election  of 
Simon  Cameron  to  the  United  States  Senate,  the  opposition  to  our  party 
openly  and  shamelessly  exhibited  their  lack  of  high  principles  of  honor,  their 
contempt  for  the  known  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  their  utter  disregard  of 
the  character  of  the  State ; and,  together  with  the  three  apostates  f rom  our 
own  party,  by  whose  aid  the  result  was  accomplished,  should  be  everywhere 
denounced  by  all  men  of  virtue  and  honor. 

Mr.  SCHNABEL  moved  that  the  resolutions,  as  read,  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CESSNA  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Democracy  of  Pennsylvania  are  due 
and  hereby  tendered  to  Col.  -John  W.  Eorney  for  the  ability,  energy  and 
consummate  tact  exhibited  by  him  in  the  discharge  of  the  onerous  duties  which 
devolved  upon  him,  in  the  late  political  struggle,  as  Chairman  of  our  State 
Central  Committee;  and  although  defeated  for  U.  S.  Senator  hy  the  basest 
treachery,  he  still  occupies  an  eminent  position  in  the  great  heart  of  the  Key- 
stone Democracy. 

Mr.  HUNTEK  said  he  hoped  the  resolutions,  a3  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, would  be  adopted,  and  Mr.  Cessna’s  amendment  be  acted  upon  alone. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  CESSNA  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  CESSNA  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Committee  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  empowered  to 
fill  any  vacancy  that  may  occur  in  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  make  any  nomi- 
nations which  may  become  necessary  by  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  our 
present  candidates. 

Mr.  CESSNA  said  that  he  did  this  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  Con- 
vention upon  a contingency  which  might  arise. 

Mr.  CLQYEIi  moved  to  amend  hy  adding,  that  in  case  of  a vacancy  upon 
the  ticket,  the  State  Committee  have  the  right  to  re-assemble  the  State  Con- 
vention to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Mr.  JAMES  said  he  considered  the  motion  unnecessary.  The  State 
Committee  now  had  the  right  proposed  to  he  granted  to  it.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  postpone  the  motion  and  amendment  for  the  present. 

Mr.  CESSNA  opposed  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  SHANNON  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  original  motion. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Messrs.  James,  Sturgeon,  Schnabel  and 
Sinyser,  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  CESSNA  then  withdrew  the  motion. 
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The  Committee  to  wait  upon  the  nominee  for  Governor  here  entered  the 
Hall,  and  Mr.  McDowell  said : 

Mr.  President  : — In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I have  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent to  you,  and  to  this  Convention,  Gen.  Wh.  F.  Packer,  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gen.  Packer  then  said  : 

Mr.  President  anil  Members  of  the  Convention: — For  me  to  assure  you, 
sir,  and  the  delegates  here  assembled,  that  I am  thankful  for  the  high  honor 
conferred  on  me,  would  be  but  faintly  to  express  the  profound  feelings  of 
gratitude  which  I entertain.  To  be  selected  under  any  circumstances  as  the 
candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  highest  office  in 
its  gift,  is  a most  distinguished  honor;  but,  sir,  how  vastly  is  that  honor  height- 
ened when  such  a mark  of  confidence  is  bestowed  after  an  exciting  contest, 
and  after  coming  in  contact  with  gentlemen  so  distinguished,  so  honorable,  and 
so  worthy  as  were  my  competitors  on  this  occasion. 

In  accepting  the  nomination,  Mr.  President,  I confess  I would  be  dis- 
couraged, were  it  not  for  the  reflection  that  the  Democratic  battalions  in 
marching  onward  to  victory  look  less  to  their  standard-bearer,  than  to  the  flag 
of  their  party — that  good  old  flag  which  for  eighty  years  has  “ braved  the 
battle  and  the  breeze’'  and  upon  whose  broad  folds  are  emblazoned,  in  letters 
of  living  light, 

0 0 7 

The  Union — the  Constitution; 

The  equality  of  the  States; 

The  equality  of  classes;  « 

Religious  liberty — the  right  of  every  man’jto  worship  God  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience; 

The  right  of  the  people,  in  every  government,  to  enact  their  own  laws. 

That  flag,  Mr.  President,  was  dear  to  our  fathers  who  have  gone  before 
us,  and  around  it  the  Democracy  will  rally  with  that  enthusiasm  which  has 
heretofore,  and  will,  I hope,  again  in  October  next,  be  crowned  with  glorious 
victory. 

Pennsylvania  has  just  placed  one  of  her  own  distinguished  sons  in  the 
highest  office  in  the  world — to-morrow  he  will  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties — what  a burning  shame  it  would  be,  if  at  the  first  general  elec- 
tion after  his  elevation  the  Democratic  party  should  fail  to  sustain  his  admin- 
istration. For  my  own  part,  in  assuming  the  position  assigned  me  by  your 
partiality,  I promise  you,  that  so  far  as  I have  ability,  the  campaign  shall  be 
so  conducted  as  at  least  to  reflect  no  discredit  upon  the  Democratic  party. 

Gentlemen,  again  I thank  you  for  the  distinguished  honor  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  me. 

Mr.  CLOVER  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  State  Convention  for  the  nomination  of  State 
officers  for  1858,  meet  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1858. 

Mr.  RAMBO  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  Philadelphia  as  the  place  of 
meeting. 

O 
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Mr.  BUCKALEW  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  for  the  present  j 
■which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCHNABEL  was  loudly  called  upon  to  address  the  Convention,  but 
he  declined,  and  promised  the  Convention  that  he  would  visit  every  district 
represented  upon  the  floor,  daring  the  coming  campaign. 

Mr.  BLTCKALEW  was  also  enthusiastically  called  upon,  but  excused 
himself  from  speaking. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die... 
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RE-ASSEMBLING 

OF  THE 

DEMOCRATIC  STATE  CONTENTION-. 


Harrisburg,  June  9,  1857. 

The  members  composing  the  Democratic  State  Convention,  met  in  the  Hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  of  June,  and  were 
called  to  order  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  by  PHILIP  JOHNSON,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man, who  laid  before  the  Convention  the  call  of  the  State  Central  Committee 
re-assembling  the  Convention,  and  the  letter  from  Judge  Lewis,  declining  the 
nomination  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court ; whieh  were  read,  as  follows  : 

CALL  OF  THE  STATE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE. 


Re-Assembling  of  the  State  Democratic  Convention  of  1857. 


In  pursuance  of  a resolution  adopted  by  the  Democratic  State  Committee  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Delegates  of  the  State  Convention  of  March  2,  1857,  are 
requested  to  assemble  at  the  Capitol  at  Harrisburg,  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  day 
of  June,  1857,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  Candidates 
to  complete  the  State  Ticket ; and  transacting  all  other  business  pertaining  to 
the  original  authority  of  the  Convention. 

CHARLES  R.  BUCKALEW,  Chairman . 


J.  N.  Hutchinson,  I 
R.  J.  Haldeman,  j 


Secretaries. 


JUDGE  LEWIS’  LETTER  OF  DECLINATION. 


West  Penn  Square, 
Philadelphia,  March  25th,  1857. 

To  CHARLES  R.  Buckalew,  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Committee. 

Dear  Sir — At  the  late  Democratic  State  Convention,  the  local  claims  of 
the  different  sections  of  the  State  were  generously  waived  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  my  continuance  in  the  high  and  important  office  of  Supreme  Judge. 
The  energy  with  which  those  claims  are  now  urged  for  the  office  recently  va- 
cated on  the  Supreme  Bench,  shows  the  sacrifices  then  made,  and  the  nature 
of  the  dissatisfaction  which  may  exist  after  one  section  shall  be  gratified  and 
the  other  disappointed  by  the  anticipated  nomination.  The  Convention,  when 
re-assembled,  might  be  able  to  harmonize  these  claims,  if  that  body  had  two 
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nominations  to  make,  instead  of  one.  I,  therefore,  feel  at  liberty  to  decline, 
as  I now  do,  the  re-nomination  tendered  to  me  by  the  Democratic  State  Con- 
vention. In  thus  promoting  harmony,  I consult  my  own  earnest  desire  to 
retire  from  judicial  life,  and  at  the  same  time  put  the  delegates  to  no  incon- 
venience, as  they  will  be  obliged  to  come  together  again  for  the  purpose  of 
nominating  a candidate  to  fill  the  existing  vacancy. 

I have  been  laboriously  engaged  in  judicial  duties  nearly  twenty-four  years 
— a longer  period  of  service  than  that  of  any  living  Judge  in  Pennsylvania. 
I have  been  thus  engaged  under  three  changes  of  the  Constitution.  I have 
aided  to  the  extent  of  nfy  abilities  in  bringing 'up  the  Arrearages  of  business; 
in  re-placing  upon  their  ancient  foundations  some  of  the  landmarks  of  the  law 
which  had  been  inadvertently  removed ; and  in  maintaining  the  purity  and  the 
independence  of  the  Judiciary,  I have  constantly  endeavored  to  do  justice, 
without  delay,  fear,  favor,  affection  or  ill-will.  I now  occupy,  by  the  voice  of 
the  people  of  my  native  State,  the  highest  judicial  station  in  it.  My  long  ca- 
reer as  a Judge  has  received  the  approbation  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
re-nomination  so  generously  and  unanimously  made  by  the  State  Convention. 
All  my  ambition  is  satisfied.  I haye  but  one  wish  left,  and  that  is  to  return 
to  the  freedom  and  independence  of  private  life.  I do  this  with  a grateful 
heart  for  the  long  continued  confidence  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  in  the  full 
trust  that  they  will  appreciate  and  approve  my  motives. 

Very  respectfully  yours. 

ELLIS  LEWIS. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  the  declination  of  Judge  Lewis  be  accepted, 
and  his  letter  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  together  with 
the  action  of  the  State  Central  Committee. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  list  of  Delegates  to  the  Convention  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary,  and 
a number  of  substitutions  were  made  for  gbsent  members. 

There  appearing  to  be  a contest  between  Charles  "Worrell  and  Wm.  A. 
Porter,  for  the  seat  of  Senatorial  Delegate  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

Mr.  HUEY  moved  to  refer  the  contest  to  the  delegates  from  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  for  their  determination. 

Mr.  SCOTT  moved  that  the  motion  be  amended,  by  allowing  each  of  the 
contestants  fifteen  minutes  to  state  his  case  to  the  Convention. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  that  Mr.  Worrell  be  first  heard. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WYANT  moved  that  Wm.  A.  Porter  be  admitted  to  a seat  in  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  McKINNEY  moved  to  amend,  by  substituting  the  name  of  Charles 
Worrell. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to — yeas  40,  nays  81. 

Mr.  Porter  was  then  admitted  to  a seat. 
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Mr.  H.  B.  W BIGHT  moved  that  the  Convention  now  proceed  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  candidates  for  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Nominations  were  then  made,  .as  follows,  viz  : 


Mr. 

Webster  nominated  George  Sharswood,  of  Philadelphia, 

Ci 

Wright 

cc 

William  Strong,  of  Berks  county. 

CC 

Marshall 

cc 

James  Thompson,  of  Erie. 

cc 

Forney 

cc 

William  A.  Stokes,  of  Westmoreland 

c< 

Blackburn 

cc 

P.  C.  Shannon,  of  Allegheny. 

cc 

Searight 

cc 

Joshua  B.  Howell,  of  Fayette. 

cc 

Young 

cc 

Thomas  S.  Bell,  of  Chester. 

cc 

Burke 

cc 

H.  Hepburn,  of  Allegheny. 

' CC 

Brawley 

cc 

Gaylord  Church,  of  Crawford. 

Ci 

Bonsall 

cc 

Abraham  S.  Wilson  of  Mifflin. 

cc 

Hippie 

cc 

Charles  W.  Higgins,  of  Schuylkill. 

CC 

McCormick 

cc 

J.  W.  Maynard,  of  Lycoming. 

cc 

Campbell 

cc 

Joel  Jones,  of  Philadelphia. 

cc 

Clover 

cc 

J.  S.  McCalmont,  of  Clarion. 

cc 

Bucher 

cc 

Samuel  Hepburn,  of  Cumberland. 

On  motion, 

The  nominations 

were  closed. 

Mr.  WBICHT  moved  that  the  Convention  proceed  to  ballot  for  candidates, 
dnd  that  each  delegate  vote  for  two  candidates  until  one  is  nominated. 

Mr.  SEAEIGTIT  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by  providing  that  the  Con- 
vention vote  for  one  candidate  from  the  East  and  one  from'  the  West,  until 
two  candidates  be  nominated. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  WEIGHT  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCK  ALE  W moved  that  the  balloting  be  deferred  until  the  after- 
noon session. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CESSNA  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Eesolutions  of  the  second  of 
March  last  be  continued,  the  Chair  supplying  all  vacancies,  and  that  all  reso- 
lutions introduced  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  without  discussion. 

Mr.  WEIGHT  moved  that  the  Committee  be  enlarged  to  the  number  of 
thirteen. 

Which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  CESSNA  as  a modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  WIIALLON  moved  to  amend  by  enlarging  the  Committee  to  thirty- 
three,  one  from  each  Senatorial  district. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  original  motion  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion,  « 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  until  2 j o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  2£  o’clock,  P.  M. 

The  CHAIRMAN  announced  the  following  Committee  on  Resolutions : 

Messrs.  Cessna,  Buckalew,  Bonsall,  Irwin,  Patton,  Alricks,  Dellinger,  Braw- 
ley,  Searight,  Weidman,  Eldred,  Cooper  and  Porter. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  MAYNARD  withdrew  his  name  as  a candidate  for  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 

[The  nomination  had  been  made  in  his  absence,  and  without  his  approba- 
tion.] 

Mr.  CLOVER  withdrew  the  name  of  John  S.  McCalmont. 

First  Ballot: 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  candidates  for  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Alricks  voted  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Ahl  (York)  for  Strong  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 

Ahl  (Cumberland)  for  Strong  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 

Ayres  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Acker  for  Strong  and  Bell. 

Austin  for  Howell  and  Stokes. 

Allen  for  Sharswood  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 

Browne  for  Sharswood  and  Stokes. 

Blanding  for  Thompson  and  Strong. 

Blood  for  Thompson  and  Strong. 

Buckalew  for  Sharswood  and  Church. 

Bower  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Boggs  for  Strong  and  Shannon. 

Brooks  for  Strong  and  Church. 

Bucher  for  Sharswood  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 

Brush  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Burnett  for  Bell  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Bonsall  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Blackburn  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

Brawley  for  Bell  and  Church. 

Brundage  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Burke  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Black  for  Sharswood  and  Shannon. 

Brunaker  for  Sharswood  and  Stokes. 

Baum  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Cessna  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Cummings  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Clover  for  Shannon  and  Thompson. 

Campbell  for  Jones  and  Thompson. 

Craig  for  H.'  Hepburn  and  Bell. 

Childs  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Clymer  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Cooper  for  Strong  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 
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Mr.  Clarke  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Danner  for  Bell  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 

Deal  for  Sharswood  and  Shannon. 

Danahower  for  Bell  and  Stokes. 

Dellinger  for  Sharswood  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Dunlap  for  Sharswood  and  Stokes. 

Eldred  for  Bell  and  Thompson. 

Edwards  (Philadelphia)  for  Sharswood  and'Stokes. 
Edwards  (Chester)  for  Thompson  and  Bell. 

Esher  for  Sharswood  and  Thompson. 

Flannery  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Fulton  for  Sharswood  and  Stokes. 

Forney  for  Stokes  and  Wilson. 

Gemmill  for  Sharswood  and  Stokes. 

Hartzell  for  Strong  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 

Hiester  (Berks)  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Hiester  (Lancaster)  for  Sharswood  and  Strong 
Hutchinson  for  Bell  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Hammond  for  Stokes  and  Howell. 

Haldeman  for  Strong  and  Shannon. 

Horn  for  Higgins  and  Strong. 

Hippie  for  Higgins  and  Strong. 

Huey  for  Sharswood  and  Shannon. 

Herdman  for  Sharswood  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Ihmson  for  Sharswood  and  Shannon. 

Irwin  for  Bell  and  Church. 

Innis  for  Jones  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Jamison  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Johnson  for  Sharswood  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Kutz  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Keenan  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Leacock  for  Stokes  and  Howell. 

Lauman  for  Strong  and  Bell. 

Lightner  for  H.  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 
Lippincott  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 
McCormick  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

McCullen  for  Strong  and  Thompson, 

McKinstry  for  Strong  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 
McManus  for  Wilson  and  Sharswood. 

Maynard  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Marshall  for  Bell  and  Thompson. 

Moore  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 

Morrison  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 

Marian  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

McKee  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 

McGee  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

McGuffin  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 

Magee  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

McDowell  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

McKinney  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

McMullen  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

McGlency  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Nebinger  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 
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Mr.  Porter  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Price  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Patton  for  Bell  and  Sharswood. 

Plumer  for  Strong  and  Church. 

Ringwalt  for  Strong  and  Bell.  / 

Reilly  for  Strong  and  Bell. 

Rambo  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Searight  for  Stokes  and  Howell. 

Smyser  for  Strong  and  Samuel  Hepburn. 

Sager  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Scott  for  Stokes  and  Wilson. 

Sansom  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Smith  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Sloan  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Scarborough  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Sharp  for  Bell  and  Thompson. 

Schnabel  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Stauffer  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Swarr  for  H.  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 

Sturgeon  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

School  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Thome  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Taylor  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Thomas  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Tippin  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Woodruff  for  Strong  and  Samuel  Hepburn 
Ward  for  Strong  and  Higgins. 

Whallon  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Wolf  for  Bell  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Weyand  for  Strong  and  Howell. 

White  for  Thompson  and  Wilson. 

Wilson  [Beaver]  for  Church  and  Thompson. 

West  for  Stokes  and  Howell. 

Weidman  for  Strong  and  H.  Hepburn. 

Wright  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Wilson  [Mercer]  for  Stokes  and  II.  Hepburn. 

Walker  for  Stokes  and  Howell. 

Webster  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 

Wentz  for  Strong  and  S.  Hepburn. 

Welsh  for  Strong  and  S.  Hepburn. 

Young  for  Bell  and  Sharswood. 

Yeager  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

No  person  having  received  a majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  there  was  there- 
fore, no  nomination. 

The  names  of  C.  W.  Higgins,  Joshua  B.  Howell,  Samuel  Hepburn  and  Joel 
Jones  were  withdrawn  from  the  list  of  candidates. 

Second  Ballot. 

The  Convention  then  took  a second  ballot  as  follows : 

Mr.  Alricks  voted  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Ahl,  (York,)  for  Strong  and  S.  Hepburn. 

Ahl,  (Cumberland,)  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 


DEMOCRATIC  STATE  CONVENTION. 


31 


Mr.  Ayres  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Acker  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Austin  for  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 

Allen  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Browne  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Backus  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Blanding  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Blood  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Buekalew  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 

Bower  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Boggs  for  Strong  and  Shannon. 

Brooks  for  Strong  and  Church. 

Bucher  for  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 

Brush  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Burnett  for  Bell  and  Hepburn. 

Bonsall  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Blackburn  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Brawley  for  Strong  and  Church. 

Brundage  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Burke  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

Black  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

Brunaker  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Cessna  for  Strong  and  Hepburn 
Cummings  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Clover  for  Shannon  and  Thompson. 

Campbell  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

Craig  for  Bell  and  Hepburn. 

Childs  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Clymer  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

Cooper  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Clark  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Danner  for  Strong  and  Bell. 

Deal  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

Danahower  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Dellinger  for  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 

Dunlap  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Eldred  for  Bell  and  Thompson. 

Edwards  (Philadelphia)  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood1 
Edwards,  (Chester)  for  Hepburn  and  Bell. 

Esher  for  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 

Elanneryfor  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Pulton  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Forney  for  Stokes  and  Shannon. 

Gemmell  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Hartzell  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Hiester  (Berks)  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Hiester  (Lancaster)  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 
Hutchinson  for  Bell  and  Hepburn. 

Hammond  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Haldeman  for  Strong  and  Shannon. 

Horn  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

Hippie  .for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Huey  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 
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Mr.  Herdman  for  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 
Irwin  for  Bell  and  Thompson. 

Ihmson  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 
Innis  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

Jamison  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Johnson  for  Hephurn  and  Sharswood. 
Kutz  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Keenan  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Leacock  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Lauman  for  Strong  and  Bell. 

Lighter  for  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 
Lippencott  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 
M’Cormick  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 
M’Kinstry  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

M’ Manus  for  Wilson  and  Sharswood. 
Maynard  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 
Marshall  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 
Moore  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 
Morrison  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 
M’ Cullen  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 
Marian  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

M’Kee  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

M’G-ee  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 
M’G-uffen  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 
Magee  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 

M’ Dowell  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

M’ Kinney  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 
Morris  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 
M’Mullen  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 
M’Glency  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 
Nebinger  for  Shannon  and  Sharswood. 
Porter  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

. Price  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Patton  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 
Plumer  for  Strong  and  Church. 

Ringwalt  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 
Reilly  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Rambo  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Sager  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Scott  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 

Sansom  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Smith  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

Sloan  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 
Scarborough  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 
Sharp  for  Bell  and  Thompson. 

Schnabel  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 
Stauffer  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Swarr  for  Hepburn  and  Sharswood. 
Sturgeon  for  Stokes  and  Sharswood. 
School  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 
Searight  for  Stokes  and  Shannon. 

Smyser  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

Thome  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 
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Mr.  Taylor  for  Strong  and  Hepbnrn. 

Thomas  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Tippin  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Woodruff  for  Strong  and  Wilson. 

Ward  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Whallon  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Wolf  for  Bell  and  Hepburn. 

W eyand  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

White  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Wilson  (Beaver)  for  Stokes  and  Hepburn. 

West  for  Strong  and  Hepburn. 

Weidman  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Wright  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

Wilson  (Mercer)  for  Strong  and  Church. 

Walker  for  Strong  and  Stokes. 

Webster  for  Thompson  and  Sharswood. 

Wentz  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Welsh  for  Strong  and  Thompson. 

Young  for  Bell  and  Sharswood. 

Yeager  for  Strong  and  Sharswood. 

William  Strong  having  received  a majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  was  de- 
clared duly  nominated  as  a candidate  for  J udge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  BRAWLEY  moved  that  the  nomination  be  made  unanimous. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr-  BRAWLEY  withdrew  the  name  of  Mr.  Church. 

Third  Ballot. 

Messrs'.  Acker,  Allen,  Browne,  Bucher,  Brundage,  Campbell,  Cooper,  Deal, 
Donah o we f , Dunlap,  Edwards,"  (Philadelphia,)  Esher,  Hiester,  (Lancaster,) 
Haldeman,  Lightner,  Lippincoft,  M’Kinstry,  Morrison,  Magee,  Morris,  M’ Mul- 
len, M’Glency,  Xebinger,  Rambo,  Sager.  Scarborough,  Stauffer,  Swarr,  Stur- 
geon, School,  Thomas,.  Weidppin,  Wright,  Webster,  Yeager — 35,  voted  for 
George  Sharswood/ 

Messrs.  Alricks,  Ahl,  (York,)  Ahl,  (Cumberland,).  Burke,  Cessna,  Craig, 
Childs,  Olymer,  Dellinger,  Hartzell,  Hutchinson.  Horn,  Herdman,  Innis,  John- 
son, Porter,  Smyser,  Smith,  Taylor,  Woodruff,  Wolf,  Wilson,  West — 23,  voted 
for  Hopewell  Hepburn. 

Messrs.  Ayres,  Blanding,  Blood,  Buekalew,  Brooks,  Brawley,  Clover,  Dan- 
ner, Eldred,  Hies  ter,  (Berks,)  Hippie,  Irwin,  M’Cormick,  M’  Cullen,  Maynard, 
Marshall,  Moore,  M'Kee,  M’Guffiu,  Price,  Patton,  Plumer,  Ringwalt,  Sloan, 
Schnabel,  Ward,  Whallon,  Weyand,  White,  Wentz,  Welsh — 31,  voted  for 
James  Thompson. 

Messrs.  Austin,  Brush,  Brunaker,  Clark,  Flannery,  Fulton,  Forney,  Gem- 
mill,  Hammond,  Jamison,  Kutz,  Keenan,  Leacock,  Marian,  M’Dowell,  M’ Kin- 
ney, Reilly,  Scott,  Sansom,  Thome,  Walker,  Searight — 22,  voted  for  Will 
A.  Stokes. 

Messrs.  Bower,  Bonsall,  Baum,  Cummings,  M’Manus,  Tippin  6,  voted  for 
A.  S.  Wilson. 

Messrs.  Boggs,  Blackburn,  Black,  Huey,  Ihmson,  M’Gee  6,  voted  tor  P. 
0.  Shannon. 
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Messrs.  Burnett,  Edwards,  (Chester,)  Lauman,  Sharp,  Young- 
Thomas  S.  Bell. 

No  person  receiving  a majority  there  was  no  nomination. 

The  name  of  P.  C.  Shannon  was  withdrawn. 

Fourth  Ballot . 


James  Thompson 

Lad 

38 

votes. 

Hopewell  Hepburn 

u 

31 

U 

George  Sharswood 

u 

26 

U 

Will  A Stokes 

c c 

24 

(( 

A.  S.  Wilson 

<( 

4 

« 

Thos.  S.  Bell 

3 

126 

u 

The  name  of  Abram  S.  Wilson  was  withdrawn. 

Fifth  Ballot. 


James  Thompson 

Lad 

42 

votes. 

Hopewell  Hepburn 

u 

36 

a 

George  Sharswood 

« 

24 

« 

Will  A.  Stokes 

u 

22 

<c 

Thos.  S.  Bell 

a 

3 

116 

u 

name  of  Thomas  S.  Bell  was  withdrawn. 

Sixth  Ballot. 

James  Thompson 

had 

48 

votes. 

Hopewell  Hepburn 

u 

39 

cc 

George  Sharswood 

24 

<6 

Will  A.  Stokes 

« 

17 

128 

U 

The  name  of  Wm.  A.  Stokes  was  withdrawn. 

Seventh  Ballot. 


James  Thompson 

had 

54 

votes. 

Hopewell  Hepburn 

a 

43 

(( 

George  Sharswood 

u 

29 

« 

126 

lination. 

Eighth  Ballot. 

James  Thompson 

had 

58 

votes. 

Hopewell  Hepburn 

C( 

34 

<( 

George  Sharswood 

(( 

37 

<( 

129 

■5,  voted  for 


No  nomination. 
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Ninth  Ballot. 

Messrs.  Ahl,  (York,)  Ahl,  (Cumb’d,)  Ajnres,  Acker,  Austin,  Blandmg, 
Baum,  Blood,  Buckalew,  Bower,  Boggs,  Brooks,  Blackburn,  Br&wley,  Black, 
Cummings,  Clover,  Campbell,  Childs,  Clymer,  Danner,  Eldred,  Edwards, 
(Chester,)  Flannery,  Fulton,  Forney,  Hartzell,  Hiester,  (Berks,)  Hammond, 
Haldeman,  Horn,  Hippie,  Huey,  Irwin,  Ihtnson,  Jamison,  Kutz,  Bauman, 
McCullom,  McCormick,  Maynard,  Marshall,  Moore,  Morrison,  Marian,  McKee, 
McGee,  McGuffin,  Porter,  Price,  Patton,  Plumer,  Ringwalt,  Reilly,  Sager, 
Sansom,  Smith,  .Sloan,  Scarborough,  Sharp,  Schnabel,  Smyser,  Searight, 
Thomas,  Tippin,  Woodruff,  Ward,  Whallon,  Weyand,  White,  West,  Wright, 
Wilson,  Walker,  Wentz,  Welsh — 76,  voted  for  James  Thompson. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Browne,  Brush,  Bonsall,  Brundage,  Brunaker,  Cessna,  Coo- 
per, Clarke,  Deal,  Dunlap,  Edwards,  (Philadelphia,)  Esher,  Hiester,  (Lancas- 
ter,) Kenan,  Leacock,  Lightner,  Lippincott,  McKinstry,  McManus,  Magee, 
McDowell,  McKinney,  Morris,  McMullen,  McG-lency,  Nebinger,  Rambo,  Stauf- 
fer, Swarr,  Sturgeon,  School,  Thome,  Weidman,  Webster,  Young,  Yeager — 37, 
voted  for  George  Sharswood. 

Messrs.  Alricks,  Bucher,  Burnett,  Burke,  Craig,  Dillinger,  Gemmill,  Hutch- 
inson, Herdman,  Innis,  Johnson,  Scott,  Taylor,  Wolf,  Wilson — 15,  voted  for 
Hopewell  Hepburn. 

James  Thompson,  of  Erie,  having  received  a majority  of  all  the  votes  cast, 
was  declared  duly  nominated, 

Bfr.  McKINNEY  moved  that  the  nomination  be  made  unanimous. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRAWLEY  moved  that  when  the  Convention  adjourns  it  will  adjourn 
until  7$  o’clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  amend,  by  adjourning  without  day. 

Which  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  BRAWLEY  was  then  adopted,  and  the  Convention 
'adjourned. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Convention  met  at  7\  o’clock. 

Mr.  WILSON  moved  that  a committee  of  thbec  be  appointed,  to  inform 
Mr.  Strong  and  Mr.  Thompson  of  their  non»i^a^bp» 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ; and  the  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Wilson, 
Schnabel  and  Isaac  E.  Hiester  said  committee. 

Mr.  CESSNA,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ofc  Resolutions,  reported  the 
following : 

_ Resolved,  That  the  Judicial  character  of  Pennsylvania  has  derived  addi- 
tional lustre  from  the  eminent  abilities  .§nd^e<;ning  of  Judges  Lewis  and 
Black,  whose  successors  we  have  this  day  nopunafteb  That  the  one  who  re* 
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tires  to  private  life,  carries  with,  him  the  respect  and  esteem,  both  of  the  pro- 
fession with  which  his  duties  associated  him,  and  of  the  people  whom  he 
served;  and  while  we  did  regret  to  lose  the  other  from  the  Bench,  we  express 
our  gratification  that  his  eminent  abilities  have  been  brought  into  requisition 
in  the  National  Cabinet. 

Resolved,  That  we  fully  approve  of  the  policy  of  the  National  administra- 
tion, as  thus  far  exhibited,  and  have  undiminished  confidence  in  its  distin- 
guished head,  and  in  those  associated  with  him  in  the  conduct  of  public 
affairs. 

Resolved,  That  the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  defence  of  the  elective  franchise  in  the  city  of  Washington  at 
the  recent  charter  election  in  that  city,  merits  and  receives  the  sanction  of  all 
order-loving  and  law-abiding  citizens. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  eminent  public  services,  the  high  moral  worth,  and 
the  sound  legal  learning  of  Wm.  Strong  and  James  Thompson,  the  nominees 
of  this  Convention  for  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  best  evidences  are 
furnished  of  their  fitness  to  discharge  the  responsible  duties  to  which  they  are 
about  to  be  called  by  the  people. 

Resolved , That  the  principle  contained  in  the  recent  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  I)red  Scott  vs.  John  P.  A.  Sandford, 
in  regard  to  the  political  rights  of  the  Negro  race,  meets  the  hearty  acquies- 
cence of  the  judgment  of  the  Democratic  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  as 
much  commended  to  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States  by  the  force  of 
truth  and  patriotism,  as  it  is  equally  binding  on  all  by  the  highest  sanctions 
of  law. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  last  Legislature,  whose 
general  course  was  so  repugnant  to  the  feelings,  policy  and  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  that  it  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  any  of  its  acts,  demon- 
strated in  an  especial  manner,  its  total  want  of  respect  for  the  right  of  the 
people  to  demand  from  their  government  a safe  and  sound  currency,  by  the 
enormous,  indiscriminate  and  unnecessary  increase  of  the  banking  capital  of 
the  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  late  Legislature,  entitled  “An 
Act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  Main  Line  of  the  Public  Works”  was  a wan- 
ton disregard  of  the  best  interests  of  this  Commonwealth  and  of  the  principles 
of  sound  legislation.  That  whilst  in  name  it  purports  to  be  a sale  of  works 
which  cost  the  State  Dearly  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  intended  to  be  in 
reality,  a gift  of  those  works  to  a corporation;  that  in  permitting  the  abandon- 
ment of  a large  portion  of  said  works  there  is  a great  sacrifice  of  the  interests 
of  the  people,  especially  of  those  in  the  western  part  of  the  State ; that  the 
bill  contains  none  of  those  safeguards  for  the  future  management  of  the  line 
proposed  to  be  consolidated  which  are  required  for  the  protection  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  State,  and  that  in  the  entire  exemption  and  release  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  Lorn  all  taxation  upon  its  capital  stock, 
business  and  property  forever,  is  established  a dangerous  precedent  of  doubtful 
constitutionality,’ and  an  odious  distinction  between  a powerful  corporation  and 
the  tax-paying  citizens  of  the  State. 

Mr.  YEAUER  moved  that  the  resolutions  as  reported  be  adopted. 

--  Which  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  SCOTT  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  this  Convention  condemning  the  bill  passed  by 
the  last  Legislature,  for  the  sale  of  the  Main  Line  of  the  Public  Works,  be- 
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cause  of  objectionable  features  in  some  of  its  details,  is  not  intended  as  a 
declaration  of  hostility  to  the  policy  of  a sale  upon  any  terms. 

Mr.  CESSNA  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a resolution  bad  been 
adopted  at  the  morning  session  requiring  that  all  resolutions  should  be  referred 
to  the  committee  on  resolutions  without  debate. 

Mr.  WEIDMAN  opposed  the  resolution  upon  parliamentary  and  other 
grounds. 

Mr.  PORTER  addressed  the  Convention,  declaring  that  if  aught  was  added 
to  the  resolutions  from  the  Committee,  as  unanimously  adopted,  it  must  be 
something  much  stronger  upon  the  infamies  of  the  Main  Line  Bill. 

Mr.  WEIGHT  expressed  his  gratification  at  the  wording  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  SCOTT  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  with 

. J ■- 

instructions  to  report-  forthwith. 

Mr.  M’MANUS  moved  that  the  motion  and  the  resolutions  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCHNABEL  read  extracts  from  Monday’s  Pennsyl van ian,  and  delivered 
an  energetic  address  which  was  severely  denunciatory  of  that  Journal  and 
much  applauded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M’MANUS, 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  tendered  to  the  President  and  officers. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  he  had  appointed  Alex.  M’ Kinney,  of 
Westmoreland  county,  and  John  Weidman,  of  Lebanon  county,  to  fill  omis- 
sions made  in  the  original  appointment  of  the  State  Central  Committee. 

On  motion. 

The  Convention  adjourned  sine  die. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES 


OF  THE 

DEMOCRATIC  CANDIDATES 


REN,  WILLIAM  F.  PACKER, 

Was  bora  in  Centre  county,  Pa.,  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1807.  At  £CH 
early  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  printing  business  in  the  office  of  the  Belle* 
fonte  Patriot , published  by  Hon.  Henry  Petrikin,  Deputy  Secretary  of 
State  under  Gov.  Siiunk,  a distinguished  and  able  Democrat,  and  in  1827 
became  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Lycoming  Gazette,  which  he  published 
for  many  years.  In  1832  he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  West 
Branch  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged 
with  entire  satisfaction  to  the  appointing  power  and  to  the  public.  He  beld 
this  post  three  years,  disbursing  more  than  a million  of  dollars,  and  promptly 
accounting  for  every  cent.  In  1835  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  State 
Senator  by  the  Democracy  of  his  district,  but  was  defeated  by  a small  majority, 
in  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  division  existing  m the  party  at  the  time  in 
reference  to  the  Gubernatorial  candidates,  Messrs.  Wolf  and  Myhlenberg. 
In  1836,  the  Democratic  party  being  again  united,  its  interests  demanded  an 
efficient  organ  at  the  seat  of  government  which  would  command  the  entire 
confidence  of  the  party.  Gen.  Packer  and  Messrs.  Barrett  and  Parke 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  Keystone,  which  at  once  became  the  leading 
organ  of  the  party,  and  rendered  great  service  in  wresting  the  State  govern- 
ment from  the  anti-masonic  dynasty  of  Kitner  and  Stevens.  Immediately 
after  his  inauguration,  Gov.  Porter  appointed  Gen.  Packer  one  of  the  three 
■Canal  Commissioners,  which  position  he  continued  to  hold  until  1842,  when 
he  was  appointed  Auditor  General,  which  appointment  he  held  for  three  years. 
In  both  these  positions  he  gave  great  satisfaction,  introducing  important  re- 
forms, and  husbanding  the  means  of  the  State  in  such  manner  as  to  effect 
large  savings  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  continued  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  office  of  Auditor  General  until  May,  1845,  a period 
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of  three  years.  His  office  gave  him  a seat  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Executive, 
and  thus  called  into  action  his  knowledge  of  men,  of  measures,  and  of  the 
diversified  interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  Holding  jurisdiction  over  all  the 
public  accounts,  the  large  expenditures  of  money  for  public  improvements,  and 
the  numerous  difficult  questions  and  complicated  cases  which  arose  for  adju- 
dication, called  for  the  exercise  of  the  soundest  judgment;  and  no  mind,  save 
one  enlightened  by  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  common  law  and  equity 
principles,  as  well  as  with  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth,  would  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  this  exalted  station.  The  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
the  domestic  creditors,  with  the  other  business  of  the  office  arising  from  the 
increased  public  expenditures  for  improvement  and  other  purposes,  rendered 
the  duties  of  the  Auditor  General  far  more  burdensome  than  they  have  been 
since,  or  had  ever  been  before,  at  any  former  period  in  the  history  of  the  gov- 
ernment. And  the  ability  displayed  by  Gen.  Packer,  his  perfect  mastery  of 
every  question  which  arose,  and  his  impartiality  in  the  discharge  of  his  high 
duties,  in  the  settlement  of  these  questions,  are  acknowledged  by  men  of  all 
parties.  "i-‘  1 ,M 

After  his  term  of  office  expired,  he  returned  to1  Williamsport,  and  in  1847  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  from  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Clinton  and  Potter.  Although  his  first  ses- 
sion, he  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  with  rare  unan- 
imity, and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  position  with  his  usual  efficiency.  The 
. selection  of  a new  member  to  a post  of  such  great  responsibility,  and  requiring 
uch  varied  and  extensive  abilities,  may  be  regarded  as  a high  honor  in  which 
G n.  Packer  stands,  as  the  sole  recipient  in  his  native  State.  In  1848  he  was 
re-elected  by  an  increased  majority,  and  again  nominated  by  his  political  friends 
for  Speaker.  The  House  was  equally  divided  between  the  political  parties,  hut 
after  several  ineffectual  ballots,  some  of  the  opposition  members  voted  for  him, 
and  he  was  again  called  to  preside.  In  1849  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
from  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Clinton,  Centre  and 
Sullivan,  heating  his  opponent,  Col.  A.  G.  Curtin,  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  in  every  county  of  the  district.  He  proved  one  of  the  most 
efficient  Senators  who  ever  held  'sp  seat  on  that  floor,  and  confirmed  his  repu- 
tation as  a sound  and  practical  statesman. 

From  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  Senator  until  his  friends  presented  his 
flame  as  a candidate  for  Governor,  he  remained  in  private  life.  By  reference 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  2d  of  March  Convention,  it  will  he  seen  that,  although 
several  able  and  favorite  champions  of  the  Democracy  entered  the  field  as  com- 
petitors for  the  nomination,  Gen.  Packer  received  the  highest  vote  on  the 
first  ballot,  and  maintained  that  proud  position  throughout  the  eventful  and 
energetic  struggle,  on  every  ballot,  from  the  first  to  the  twenty-fourth,  when 
the  nomination  was  effected.  The  demonstration  which  followed  the  announce- 
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ment  of  the  nomination,  and  the  enthusiastic  expressions  of  approbation  which 
have  reached  us  from  every  quarter,  sufficiently  indicate  the  heartfelt  satis- 
faction with  which  the  nomination  is  received,  and  the  deep  hold  the  nominee 
has  upon  the  affections  of  his  political  associates. 

It  may  with  great  truth  he  said  of  Gen.  Packer  that  he  is  indebted  to  his 
‘!%Wn  industry  for  the  education  and  knowledge  he  has  acquired,  and  to  his 
pS'ldWir  merits  for  the  distinction  to  which  he  has  attained.  He  is  thoroughly 
: gSBeMdcratic  in  his  principles,  and  is  always  ready  to  devote  his  talents  and  his 
3 Plffleans  to  the  success  of  those  principles.  He  is  no  empty  talker  about  names 
: ; %h)d  Forms,  hut  an  energetic  actor,  following  the  substance  and  not  the  shadow, 
v Springing  from  the  people,  he  is  always  ready  to  do  battle  for  their  rights, 
ildtfki'hg  to  them  as  the  legitimate  source  of  all  political  authority,  he  is  ready 
’dh  "trust  them  with  every  power  consistent  with  representative  government. 
Aware  of  the  nature  of  the  federal  compact,  and  of  the  unwillingness  of  the 
1 > early  statesmen  of  Democracy  to  trust  the  central  government  with  any  hut  a 
; u limited  authority,  he  is  ever  ready  to  stand  by  the  State  sovereignties  in  con- 
: fining  the  General  Government  strictly  within  the  powers  granted  by  the 
federal  Constitution.  Men  of  eminence  in  the  party  to  which  Gen.  Packer 
belongs,  may  occasionally  differ  in  the  application  of  principles  to  particular 
cases ; but  all  politicians,  of  the  genuine  Democratic  school,  subscribe  to  the 
great  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  party,  that  “the  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.”  Upon  this  great  fun- 
damental principle  hang  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  party.  Upon  the 
steady  support  of  this  principle  the  permanency  of  the  Union  and  the  liberties 
of  the  people  depend.  Every  extension  of  territory,  and  every  increase  of  the 
great  sisterhood  of  nations  of  which  our  glorious  confederacy  is  composed,  is 
but  a new  demand  upon  the  patriot  for  a vigilant  and  energetic  support  of  the 
ancient,  safe,  and  chief  principle  of  the  Democratic  party,  a strict  construc- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution-  So  long  as  this  principle  of  construction  be 
adhered  to  by  our  public  authorities,  and  by  those  who  clothe  them  with 
power,  the  rights  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  will  be  protected  against  the 
usurping  tendencies  of  a great  central  government.  With  this  principle  con- 
stantly before  us,  and  with  bur  public  men  able  and  willing  to  maintain  it, 
either  in  the  legislative  hall, ‘or  in  the  judicial  forum,  we  can  have  no  fears 
of  nullification  or  consolidation;  but  our  great  and  glorious  Union,  standing 
as  an  illustrious  example  bf  the  capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government, 
shall  not  only  secure  its  own  greatness  and  perpetuity,  but  shall  light  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  in  their  onward  march  to  freedom. 

Gen.  Packer  is  about  six  feet  in  height,  well  proportioned,  open,  frank, 
expressive  features,  cordial  and  kind  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-citizens, 
very  popular  wherever  well  known,  and  enjoys  an  unspotted  reputation  for 
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morality  and  integrity  among  liis  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  He  is  an  able 
and  experienced  statesman,  thoroughly  versed  in  all  the  measures  of  State 
policy  which  have  agitated  the  public  mind  for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 
He  is  a fine  orator,  and  as  a stump  speaker  always  exhibits  great  power,  and 
in  that  capacity  has  but  few  equals.  Gen.  Packer’s  large  experience  in  State 
affairs — his  thorough  knowledge  of  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  interests  and 
the  legislation  of  the  State,  and  of  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  its  chief 
magistrate,  together  with  his  great  capacity,  his  services  to  the  State  and  his 
party,  and  his  fitness  as  a candidate  at  this  juncture,  are  overpowering  reasons 
for  his  election. 

Of  all  offices  in  the  Commonwealth,  that  of  Governor  is  most  important- 
more  so  even  than  the  Legislature,  or  all  other  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment combined,  for  he  controls  the  whole.  His  veto  gives  him  power  over 
the  Legislature,  and  in  these  days  of  corruption  and  incompetency,  is  about 
the  only  sure  protection  the  people  have  against  bad  laws  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditure. Unless  the  incumbent  of  the  Executive  chair  is  thoroughly  versed 
in  legislation,  and  understands  how  the  interests  of  the  people  may  be  sacri- 
ficed by  cunningly  devised  statutory  provisions,  much  injury  will  inevitably 
be  done  without  anything  being  known  about  .it  until  it  is  too  late  to  apply  a 
remedy.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  filched  from  the  State 
Treasury  by  acts  of  Assembly  which  scarcely  attracted  attention,  and  which 
could  not  have  passed  had  any  considerable  portion  of  the  members  compre- 
hended them.  Hence  the  grave  importance  of  placing  a man  in  the  Guber- 
natorial chair  who  is  thoroughly  versed  in  legislation,  and  who  has  long  made 
State  legislation  his  study.  No  matter  what  a man’s  other  acquirements  or 
talents  may  be,  if  he  has  not  this  knowledge  and  experience,  he  will  inevi- 
tably prove  an  indifferent  Governor,  powerless  for  the  most  useful  and  salu- 
tary purposes  of  his  office,  and  but  a bauble. 

In  a party  point  of  view,  we  require  such  a Governor,  because  a party  can 
only  be  strong  when  it  governs  well.  That  party  which  governs  best  is  en- 
titled to  public  support  in  preference  to  all  others,  and  will  of  course  receive 
it.  Hence  it  should  be  a leading  purpose  with  every  party,  even  if  for  no 
higher  purpose  than  self-preservation,  to  place  no  men  in  positions  of  respon- 
sibility and  power  who  are  not  peculiarly  fitted  to  discharge  all  thq  duties  per- 
taining to  them.  As  far  as  the  foregoing  considerations  go,  Gen.  Packer  has 
no  superior,  all  will  admit,  and  but  few  equals. 

A proper  candidate  is  a consideration  of  the  first  magnitude  with  any  party. 
The  nomination  of  Gen.  Packer  secures  us  this  advantage.  When  nothing 
can  be  said  against  the  fitness  of  the  candidate,  the  party  supporting  him 
already  have  a hold  upon  the  voters  which  it  is  always  difficult  and  often  im- 
possible to  resist.  To  be  a proper  candidate  for  Governor  of  this  Common, 
wealth,  the  qualifications  noted  in  the  foregoing  are  essential.  In  addition,  ha 
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must  be  known  to  the  public  as  possessing  them.  In  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  State,  another  important  qualification  is  that  he  be  an  orator,  a 
public  speaker,  of  undoubted  power,  combined  with  good  personal  appearance, 
and  physical  ability  to  endure  any  possible  amount  of  continued  effort.  In  all 
these  respects,  we  believe  Gen.  Packer  has  scarcely  an  equal. 

Our  candidate,  then,  has  all  these  positive  qualifications.  Are  there  any 
negative  ones?  We  have  heard  none  suggested — we  know  of  none — and 
there  are  none.  His  long  and  prominent  career  has  exposed  him  to  every 
Bpecies  of  attack,  yet  he  stands  untarnished  and  invulnerable. 

It  will  be  a pleasant  task  to  Democrats  in  the  State  to  support  such  a can- 
didate— every  voter  of  his  party,  and  many  others,  will  rally  around  him  with 
stern  devotion  and  enthusiasm,  with  the  heart-felt  assurance  that  if  elected,  he 
will  be  a credit  to  •the  State  and  a sure  protector  of  her  best  interests.  With 
such  a candidate,  success  cannot  be  problematical,  and  will  bring  with  it  honor, 
and  profit,  and  public  benefit. 


HON  WILLIAM  STRONG. 

The  life  of  a lawyer  rarely  presents  any  of  those  striking  events,  or  diver- 
sified incidents,  which  so  often  surround  the  biography  of  the  soldier,  or  of 
the  sailor,  or  of  those  engaged  in  some  other  of  the  more  stirring  pursuits  of 
mankind,  with  romantic  interest.  It  is  true,  if  his  personal  experience  could 
be  interlaced  with  the  narrative,  many  a terrible  domestic  tragedy,  and  many 
of  the  noblest  and  worst  traits  of  human  nature  might  redeem  its  common- 
place character.  This,  the  etiquette  of  the  profession  forbids.  It  is  the  proud 
boast  of  the  true  votaries  of  the  Law,  that  what  is  held  sacred  by  its  rules,  is 
rarely  violated,  and  not  without  being  followed  by  the  infliction  of  condign 
punishment.  The  offended  is  ostracised  by  his  bar.  The  biographer  of  the 
lawyer,  most  fit  for  his  task,  is  apt  to  be  confined  to  a bold  narrative  of  ordi- 
nary and  uninteresting  facts,  which  makes  his  task  often  difficult,  and  always 
hazardous,  alike  to  his  own  reputation  and  that  of  his  subject. 

In  the  present  instance,  there  is  much  likely  to  save  this  sketch  from  the 
usual  fate  of  such  efforts.  There  is  a more  than  ordinary  struggle  against  op- 
posing fate  in  the  beginning,  eventual  triumph,  and  the  dawn  of  a still  more 
glorious  future  in  the  end. 

Wm.  Strong,  one  of  the  Democratic  nominees  for  the  office  of  Supreme 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  the  sixth  day  of 
May,  1808,  in  Somers,  Tolland  county,  Connecticut,  and  was  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  eleven,  borne  to  his  father,  the  Rev.  Wm.  L.  Strong,  a Congre* 
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gational  clergyman  of  great  and  rather  austere  piety,  and  of  considerable  in 
fluence  and  distinction,  by  his  wife  Harriet  nee  DeMing.  Most  of  his  earlier 
instruction  was  derived  from  his  father.  He  had  only  been  at  school  some 
two  years  at  Monson,  in  Massachusetts,  and  about  sis  months  at  an  academy  in 
Plainfield,  Connecticut,  when,  at  sixteen  years  of  age  he  was  matriculated  as  a 
Freshman  at  Yale.  At  this  institution  he  displayed  the  same  virtues  which 
have  marked  his  whole  career,  and  graduated  with  high  honor  with  the  class 
of  1828.  To  do  this  he  was  obliged  to  involve  himself  in  debt,  as  the  lim- 
ited circumstances  and  large  family  of  his  father  had  compelled  him  to  with- 
draw his  aid  at  the  end  of  the  Sophomore  year.  He  was  enabled  to  do  this 
honorably  through  the  recommendation  and  influence  of  his  preceptors.  A 
flattering  testimonial  to  his  moral  worth  and  mental  ability  at  a period  of  life 
when  few  are  j udged  capable  to  assume  and  safely  bear  the  curse  of  debt, 
which,  like  Sinead’s  old  man  of  the  island  clings  to  the  shoulders  of  its 
wretched  victim,  until  for  the  most  part,  he  sinks  exhausted  into  despair  and 
obscurity. 

To  clear  off  his  pecuniary  liabilities  and  prepare  himself  to  become  a mem- 
ber of  the  profession  he  had  chosen,  he  adopted  the  path  which  has  led  so 
many  men  to  eventual  distinction.  He  taught  school  at  Bast  Windsor  and 
Tolland,  in  Connecticut,  and  finally  at  Burlington,  in  New  Jersey,  assiduously 
pursuing  his  legal  studies  throughout  the  whole  period,  and  at  the  latter  place 
having  the  great  advantage  of  doing  so,  under  the  charge  of  that  eminent  ad- 
vocate, and  courteous  gentleman,  the  Hon.  Garret  D.  Wall.  Being  by 
this  time  clear  of  debt,  he  entered  himself  as  a student  in  the  Law  School  of 
Judges  Daggett  and  Hitchcock,  at  New  Haven,  (of  which  the  Hon.  Trus- 
ten  Polk,  of  Missouri,  and  other  eminent  men  are  additional  proofs  of  the 
thoroughness  of  its  discipline)  and  within  six  months  was  called  to  the  bar  of 
Connecticut.  A long  interval  of  ill-health  left  him  much  in  the  same  position 
in  which  he  stood  at  the  close  of  his  collegiate  career.  On  his  recovery  he 
came  to  Philadelphia,  and  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Chauncey,  whose  friendship 
he  had  secured  whilst  at  Burlington,  made  an  effort  to  settle  at  Doylestown,  in 
Bucks  county.  The  strict  rules  of  Court  in  that  county  in  relation  to  prelim- 
inary residence  in  the  State  before  admission  to  its  bar,  prevented  success  of 
that  plan.  His  friends  next  advised  Berks  county  as  the  most  promising  field, 
although  on  what  grounds,  except  their  confidence  in  him,  it  is  hard  to  see. 
Far  more  favorable  prospects  were  presented  in  other  quarters  of  the  State. 
He  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the  German  language,  which  was  at  that  time,  the 
only  one  spoken  or  understood  by  those  whom  he  expected  to  become  his 
future  clients,  and  which  is  yet  used  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  that 
county,  preferably,  in  their  ordinary  transactions  and  business.  Ignorant  of 
their  language  no  one  can  readily  or,  indeed,  without  serious  difficulty  obtain 
the  confidence  of  our  citizens  of  German  descent,  and  without  their  confi- 


WILLIAM  STRONG. 


45 


I dence  no  man  can  deal  with,  them  more  than  they  can  possibly  avoid.  His 
J eastern  birth  arrayed  against  him  a formidable  prejudice,  almost  as  strong  in 
the  interior  of  Pennsylvania  as  in  the  extreme  South.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  a 
more  helpless  position  than  that  wherein  he  was  about  to  place  himself.  The 
writer  has  seen  several  men  of  fine  talents,  excellent  education,  and  competent 
legal  knowledge,  and  one  of  resplendent  genius  but  rather  morbid  sensibilities, 
sink  under  the  horrors  of  a similar  experience.  Probably,  Mr.  Strong  was 
not  fully  aware  of  the  obstacles  he  was  to  encounter  until  he  met  them  face  to 
face.  Whether  or  not,  he  addressed  himself  with  ready  skill  and  manly  vigor 
to  the  task  before  him. 

In  November  1832,  Mr.  Strong  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Berks  county, 
Judge  Mallory  being  at  the  time  the  President  Judge.  He  devoted  himself 
to  his  professional  duties  from  the  hour  of  his  admission,  with  a zeal  which  has 
never  slackened.  He  soon  acquired  the  Herman  language,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
converse  with  the  country  people,  and  is  now  an  excellent  Herman  scholar, 
familiar  with  the  leading  writers  in  that  grand  and  ancient  tongue.  From  this 
time  until  the  year  1846,  there  is  nothing  in  his  career  differing  much  from 
that  of  any  successful  lawyer.  Although  always  an  active  and  influential 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  taking  his  due  share  in  the  labors  of 
the  politics  of  the  county,  he  avoided  official  distinction,  often  sought  to  be 
thrust  upon  him.  He  mingled  no  farther  in  the  strife  than  his  duty  as  a citi- 
zen and  a democrat,  in  his  judgment  required  of  him.  His  history  therefore 
during  these  years,  must  be  sought  in  the  records  of  the  courts  of  his  county, 
and  in  the  reports  of  the  cases  from  his  .district  adjudged  on  writs  of  error, 
appeal,  or  certiorari,  by  the  Supreme  Court.  A search  amongst  the  former 
would  show  the  amazing  industry  of  the  man.  Docket  entries,  however,  are 
only"  interesting  or  even  intelligible  to  the  eyes  of  the  lawyer,  and  in  most 
cases,  of  interest  to  him  only  when  his  vision  has  been  brightened  by  a re- 
tainer. Consequently,  we  must  be  content  to  imagine  the  weary  toil  and 
steady  perseverance  of  this  part  of  his  life.  Nevertheless,  a general  idea  of 
his  status  as  a lawyer,  may  be  gathered  from  the  reports,  but  has  required 
more  study,  than  was  anticipated,  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Strong,  unlike  many 
even  sensitive  gentlemen  in  the  profession,  never  furnished  the  reporters  with 
his  argument  until  the  new  rules  made  it  indispensable. 

His  name  first  appears  in  the  books  of  reports,  in  6 Watt  48,  Lies  vs.  Stub, 
to  May  term  1835,  of  the  Middle  District  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  and  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Smith,  (better  known  as  Harry  Smith  of  Berks)  succeeded 
in  procuring  a reversal  of  the  judgment,  and  having  a venire  facias  de  novo 
awarded.  After  a careful  examination  of  the  cases  which  have  been  argued 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  none  to  be  found 
in  which  a long  buried  principle  has  been  exhumed  from  the  depths  of  its 
obscurity,  and  the  law  restored  to  its  original  purity  by  his  efforts,  or  any 
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wherein  a new  path  has  been  struck  out,  a new  principle  evolved  or  a novel 
application  of  an  old  one  made,  and  his  name,  by  the  exposition,  enrolled 
amongst  the  great  sages  of  our  science.  To  claim  the  first  of  these  characteris- 
tics for  him,  would  be  to  compare  him  at  this  early  period  of  his  professional 
career,  with  a Hale,  a More,  a Tilghman  or  a Parsons,  whose  reputation  only 
began  to  rise  toward  their  zeniths  after  viginti  annos  lucubrationes  has  sealed 
their  knowledge  of  the  precepts  of  the  law,  and  their  ability  to  expound  them 
with  precision.  Whilst  the  latter  attributes  have  never  been  granted  to  a 
human  intellect,  which  has  not  like  a heavenly  body  traversing  the  firmament 
in  its  regular  and  regulated  course,  shone  with  refulgent  lustre  and  shedding 
happy  influences  in  every  direction,  poured  down  its  enlivening  beams  through 
long  ages.  It  is  to  the  genius  of  Lycurgus,  Solon,  Numa,  Justinian,  and 
Alfred,  as  well  as  to  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  in  selecting  the  best  of 
their  laws,  that  we  owe,  under  Providence,  the  glorious  institutions  we  enjoy. 
But,  if  the  friends  of  Mr.  Strong  cannot  present  him  before  the  people  as 
likely  from  his  previous  career,  to  rank  amongst  this  brilliant  galaxy,  they  can 
with  perfect  confidence,  recommend  him  to  their  notice,  as  sure  to  prove  an 
honest,  a safe  and  a sound  Judge.  No  doubt,  stare  decisis,  will  be  the  legend 
of  his  judicial  escutcheon.  But,  who  will  not  say  amen?  Surely  no  lawyer 
in  full  practice,  no  client  who  wants  reliable  advice.  It  is  the  curse  of  many 
State  Courts,  and  at  this  juncture,  particularly  so  in  New  York,  that  the  deci- 
sions of  their  highest  courts  vary  so  much  that  no  lawyer  can  advise  his  client 
on  a given  state  of  facts,  and  be  sure  that  the  law  will  be  the  same  when  his 
cause  comes  to  be  tried.  After  Mr.  Strong  takes  his  seat  on  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  his  efforts  can  prevail,  no  man  need  dread 
mutability  of  decision.  It  will  be  his  province  to  keep  the  law  within  its  es- 
tablished bounds,  and  to  decide  those  questions  which  may  come  before  the 
Court,  according  to  its  well  settled  principles,  however  recondite  and  abstruse 
they  may  be.  It  is  his  great  good  fortune  to  be  possessed  of  a mathematical 
mind,  and  no  proposition  can  receive  the  approval  of  his  judgment  until  its 
truth  has  been  proved  by  the  same  process  whereby  Euclid  solves  his  pro- 
blems, viz : a demonstration.  His  discriminating  faculties,  without  which  no 
man  can  be  a good  lawyer,  much  less  a good  Judge,  are  fine.  No  field  of  the 
law  will  escape  his  vigorous  investigation,  nor  any  subject  be  so  complicated 
as  to  weary  his  untiring  industry. 

He  is  reptited,  by  the  unanimous  testimony  of  his  bar,  to  have  been  through- 
out his  whole  career,  candid  and  courteous  in  his  arguments  to  the  Court, 
kind,  conciliating  and  manly  in  his  bearing  to  opposite  counsel,  even  under 
great  provocation.  Although  his  natural  disposition  is  impetuous  and  fiery, 
re  has  it  under  perfect  control.  He  is  beloved  by  the  younger  members  of 
he  bar,  who  receive  at  his  hands  none  of  that  overbearing  and  haughty  inso- 
ance  with  jvhich  it  is  sometimes  the  pleasure  of  an  old  lawyer  to  treat  his  in- 
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experienced  compeers,  when  an  occasion  is  offered  bj  ~sual  blunder.  Can- 
did, frank  and  manly,  master  of  bis  profession,  able  alvuys  to  present  bis  case 
clearly,  if  not  eloquently,  to  the  Court  and  jury,  be  has  never  practised  the 
petty  tricks  and  low  arts  which  distinguish  the  pettifogger.  There  is  no  coun- 
sel at  the  Berks  bar,  which  is  both  able  and  numerous,  and  distinguished,  who 
can  be  compared  with  him  for  extensive  and  successful  practice,  except,  per- 
haps, the  Hon.  John  Banks,  and  of  this  doubtful  exception,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say,  that  he  ascended  the  bench  with  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
eminent  lawyers  west  of  the  Alleghenies,  and  that  the  decisions  of  few  Judges 
of  the  subordinate  Courts  of  the  State  were  received  by  the  profession  at  large, 
and  by  the  Supreme  Court,  with  so  much  respect  as  were  accorded  by  them  to 
those  of  Judge  Banks,  when  President  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  the  Berks  dis- 
trict. The  writer  of  this  sketch  takes  occasion  to  make  known  an  observation 
made  by  Gov.  Ritner  to  him  and  another  gentleman,  which  will  no  doubt  be 
an  agreeable,  as  it  was  a deserved  tribute  to  the  merits  of  those  veterans,  Jud- 
ges Mallory  and  Banks  : He  said,  when  called  upon  to  appoint  a successor 
to  Judge  Mallory,  he  felt  himself  in  a very  difficult  position.  Judge  Mal- 
lory stood  so  high,  that  to  appoint  an  ordinary  man  would  bring  great  dis- 
credit on  his  administration,  and  it  was  hard  to  find  a man  who  would  compare 
favorably  with  him.  He  said,  that  he  considered  the  qualifications  of  every 
lawyer  of  his  party  in  the  State,  who  he  thought  could  be  induced  to  accept 
the  commission,  and  finally  settled  upon  John  Banks  as  the  best  man,  and 
that  he  had  never  had  any  reason  to  regret  the  choice  he  made.  Of  course, 
when  such  a man  again  entered  the  arena  of  the  bar,  Mr.  Strong,  as  would 
any  other,  found  him  a formidable  antagonist.  Truly,  they  have  been  foemen 
worthy  of  each  other’s  steel. 

Lastly,  but  above  all,  Mr.  Strong  is  a professing  Christian ; a matter  far  too 
little  regarded  in  these  days  of  speculative  infidelity,  and  rationalistic  indiffer- 
ence to  the  doctrines  of  the  revealed  religion,  when  it  is  considered  that  our 
Saviour  first  announced  to  the  world  those  great  principles  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  on  the  lawful  practice  of  which  our  union  as  a people,  and  our  power 
and  happiness  as  a nation,  is  founded.  He  has  been  for  many  years  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duties  as  such,  has 
felt  the  Sunday  school  to  be  his  peculiar  sphere.  At  this  no  one  will  be  sur- 
prised who  has  ever  seen  him  with  children.  Every  one  knows  that  the  un- 
erring judgment  of  these  little  philosophers  is  never  deceived.  The  instinct- 
ive fondness  and  ready  familiarity  with  which  they  hang  around  him  from  the 
first  moment  they  see  him,  prove  better  than  a thousand  arguments  drawn  from 
his  daily  walk  and  conversation,  although  from  thence  also  many  proofs  of  a 
tender  and  benevolent  nature  might  be  adduced,  that  beneath  his  generally 
grave  and  somewhat  stem  demeanor,  there  is  concealed  a heart  which  throbs 
warmly  when  humanity  suffers,  and  which  will  always  temper  justice  with  mercy. 
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In  1846,  the  Hon.  John  Ritter,  who  may  be  regarded  as  the  father  of  the 
Berks  Democracy,  since  it  was  his  pen  which  made  Federalism  so  odious  to 
the  people  of  that  county,  declined  a re-nomination  to  Congress,  and  Mr. 
Strong  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  his  friends,  and  entered  upon  the  can- 
vass for  the  nomination,  which  would  be  equivalent  to  an  election.  His  oppo- 
nent was  of  his  own  profession,  and  had  long  been  the  leading  member  of  the 
bar.  He  had  powerful  connections  and  hereditary  reputation,  which  he  well 
sustained.  The  contest  was,  of  course,  warm  and  exciting,  but  to  the  surprise 
of  every  politician  in  the  State,  not  a resident  in  the  county,  resulted  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Strong.  When  the  election  came  on,  the  result  was  explained.  Mr. 
Strong  led  his  ticket  about  eight  hundred  votes.  From  1832  to  1846,  he 
had  succeeded,  Yankee  as  he  was,  in  winning  the  confidence,  esteem  and  affec- 
tions of  the  people  of  Berks  county.  Since  then  that  feeling  has  spread 
through  all  the  Herman  counties,  and  their  vote  will  show  how  highly  they 
appreciate  his  character.  Their  confidence  once  obtained,  it  is  given  without 
reservation,  and  nothing  but  crime  or  open  dishonor,  can  deprive  a man  of  it. 

Mr.  Strong  was  subsequently  re-elected  to  a second  term.  His  course  in 
the  Thirtieth  and  Thirty-first  Congress  of  the  United  States,  was  perfectly  sat- 
isfactory to  his  constituency  and  honorable  to  himself.  He  is  not  what  is 
called  an  orator.  He  rarely  attempts,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  has  not  that 
rare  gift  of  genius  which  can  rouse  and  array  every  human  passion  in  favor  of 
the  cause  it  advocates,  and  which,  whilst  it  convinces  the  reason  inflames  the 
heart.  He  addresses  himself  solely  to  the  understanding  of  his  audience,  and 
having  first  convinced  his  own  mind,  hardly  ever  fails  of  bringing  over  his 
auditors  to  his  own  opinion.  Amongst  his  first  votes  was  one  whereby,  along 
with  many  eminent  and  perfectly  sound  and  radical  Northern  Democrats,  he 
sustained  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  on  any  subject  whatever,  in  a re- 
spectful manner,  and  have  their  petition  referred  to  the  proper  committee. 
From  this  doctrine  he  never  flinched.  He  was  very  attentive  to  the  business 
of  his  district,  and  one  of  the  most  useful  members  of  the  House.  In  the 
committees  upon  which  he  was  placed,  he  was  indefatigable,  conscientious,  and 
unswerving  in  his  duty.  On  three  occasions  he  distinguished  himself  on  the 
floor.  Once,  in  opposition  to  the  plan  of  pledging  specially  the  duties  levied 
on  importations  to  the  payment  of  the  loan  of  818,500,000  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  during  the  first  session  of  the  thirtieth  Con- 
gress. His  next  effort  was  an  able  defence  of  the  Mexican  war.  The  best 
speech  delivered  by  him  during  his  Congressional  career,  was  made  during 
the  second  session  of  the  thirtieth  Congress,  against  the  system  of  contracts 
for  ocean  mail  steamers.  It  is  the  most  elaborate  and  best  argument  on  the 
subject  the  writer  of  this  sketch  has  met  with,  and  an  invaluable  chart  to 
those  who  desire  to  master  it  with  as  little  labor  as  possible.  During  the  Thir- 
ty-first Congress,  his  greater  experience  enabled  Mr.  Strong  to  take  a much 
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more  active  part  in  the  general  business  of  the  House,  than  he  had  thought  it 
proper  to  do  during  his  first  term.  Being  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Elections,  and  there  being  several  disputed  seats,  he  was  in  a position  for 
which  his  talents  peculiarly  adapted  him,  and,  accordingly,  few  men  have  ever 
acquitted  themselves  to  more  advantage  in  that  difficult  and  arduous  station 
than  he  did.  In  one  case  he  carried  the  report  of  his  committee  against  the 
clear  party  majority  against  him,  solely  by  dint  of  argument.  In  this  case  his 
powerful  logic  served  him  well.  This  overpowering  demonstration  of  the  fact 
and  the  law,  closed  up  every  loop-hole  of  escape  from  the  inevitable  conclusion 
which  he  presented  as  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  and  which,  contrary  to 
its  inclination,  became  also  the  judgment  of  the  House.  In  the  course  of  his 
labors,  Mr.  Strong  also  gave  utterance  to  the  principle,  which  has  since  be- 
came so  famous,  as  embodied  in  the  Kansas  Nebraska  act.  If  memory  serves 
rightly,  it  will  be  found  in  his  report  on  the  case  of  the  seat  of  the  delegate 
from  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  It  was,  therefore,  no  new  doctrine  to  him, 
although  denounced  by  a powerful  party  as  a novel  and  monstrous  heresy, 
when  adopted  into  the  Democratic  faith.  It  may,  therefore,  be  said  of  Mr. 
Strong’s  Congressional  career,  with  perfect  truth,  that  it  established  his 
public  reputation  upon  a solid  basis,  and  marked  him  out  as  a man  sure  to  fill 
with  honor  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  people,  any  position  to  which  he 
might  be  called. 

Mr.  Strong  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  a daughter  of  Judge 
Mallory.  His  present  help-mate,  is  a daughter  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Davis, 
of  Lancaster  county,  formerly  a member  of  Congress.  He  was  fortunate  in 
both  instances,  in  uniting  himself  with  ladies  of  great  excellence  of  charac- 
ter, and  who  gave  to  his  domestic  life,  that  charm  which  only  a female  virtue 
and  tenderness  can  confer. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Strong  is  rather  reserved.  His  constant  attention  to 
his  profession,  has  never  permitted  him  to  cultivate  society  to  any  great  extent. 
He  is  very  popular,  because  he  is  very  accessable,  and  kind  and  courteous  in 
his  manners,  which  are  those  of  a polished  gentleman,  but  he  does  not  seek 
society,  and  has  little  taste  for  its  ordinary  gaieties.  It  has  been  the  good  for- 
tune of  the  writer  to  be  ranked  among  his  friends  from  his  youth  up  to  the 
present  day,  and  it  gives  him  heart-felt  pleasure  to  have  this  opportunity  to 
bear  this  public  testimony  to  his  virtue  as  a man.  No  truer,  kinder,  more  con- 
siderate, or  steadfast  friend  has  he  ever  had,  and  it  has  never  been  in  his  power 
to  do  him  a favor,  whilst  Mr.  Strong,  has  unsolicited,  conferred  many.  It  is 
the  free  and  frank  nature  of  the  man.  Many  to  the  writer’s  knowledge  can 
join  in  this  evidence,  but  none  can  know  him  as  he  has  known  him.  It  is  the 
very  truth,  that  he  is  a firm  and  true  friend,  a good  and  useful  citizen,  a sound 
and  able  lawyer,  an  honest  man,  and  a pious  Christian  The  people  can  vote 
for  no  better  man,  and  therefore f he  must  be  elected. 
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HON.  JAMES  THOMPSON. 

James  Thompson,  the  subject  of  the  following  brief  biographical  sketch, 
and  one  of  the  candidates  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  office  of  Supreme 
Judge,  was  born  in  Middlesex  township,  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
first  day  of  October,,  1806.  His  father  and  mother  were  both  natives  of  Cum- 
berland county,  the  former  of  whom  died  within  a few  months  after  the  birth 
of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  the  latter  still  surviving  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  a resident  of  Butler  county.  James  was  the  youngest  of  seven 
children,  four  brothers  and  three  sisters,  all  of  whom  are  living.  At  an  early 
period  of  his  life  he  enjoyed  for  a time  the  comparatively  indifferent  advanta- 
ges of  a country  school,  which  were  sufficient,  however,  to  awaken  a taste  for 
learning  and  study,  which  has  never  declined  during  an  active  and  busy  life. 
Although  not  a graduate  of  a college,  Judge  Thompson  is  a gentleman  of 
liberal  education  and  classical  attainments,  acquired  by  academical  instruction 
and  laborious  self  improvement. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  left  home  and  engaged  in  learning  the  printing 
business  in  his  native  county,  in  the  town  of  Butler.  At  that  early  period  the 
business  might  truly  be  said  to  be  in  its  infancy  in  the  western  portion  of  the  State; 
whether  considered  with  relation  to  the  number  and  size  of  the  weekly  news- 
papers, (for  there  were  none  other  then,)  the  facilities  for  performing  the  work, 
and  the  materials  of  the  trade.  In  no  department  of  industry  has  improve- 
ment so  distinctly  marked  the  lapse  of  time  as  in  this. 

After  pursuing  this  businees  for  several  years,  with  intervals  devoted  to 
studies  necessary  to  becoming  a scientific  and  classical  scholar,  he  at  last  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  under  the  direction  of  Thomas  Blair,  Esq.,  of 
Kittanning,  Armstrong  county.  After  the  first  year  spent  in  Mr.  Blair’s  office 
he  became,  to  a considerable  extent,  the  assistant  of  his  instructor  in  his  busi- 
ness, writing  declarations,  entering  pleas,  trying  arbitrations,  then  more  com- 
mon than  at  the  present  day.  In  short,  he  was  the  young  lawyer,  as  active  and 
ambitious  as  the  best  of  them,  though  not  admitted.  In  March,  1828,  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  several  courts  of  Armstrong  county,  then  under 

the  presidency  of  that  eccentric  but  learned  jurist,  the  Hon.  , 

who  in  the  very  kindest  manner  commended  “the  young  man  to  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  the  county;”  and  who,  during  the  same  week,  when  the 
“young  man”  was  making  his  first  effort  before  a jury,  and  of  course,  putting 
his  best  foot  forward,  stopped  him  after  about  twenty  minutes  had  been  occu- 
pied in  speaking,  with  the  novel  and  complimentary  remark  “young  man,  you 
have  done  very  well — you  have  said  enough  it’s  a very  bad  thing  to  get  into 
the  habit  of  making  long  speeches.” 
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In  December,  1828,  Judge  Thompson  removed  to  Franklin,  Venango 
county,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law  amongst  a number  of  experienced 
and  able  lawyers;  such  men  as  the  Hon.  John  J.  Pearson, Hon.  John  Gal- 
braith, and  Hon.  Alex.  M’Calmont,  all  of  whom  have  since  been  elevated 
to  the  Presidency  respectively  of  the  Common  Pleas  of  the  6th,  12th  and  18th 
judicial  districts.  Although  younger  than  either  of  these  strong  competitors, 
he  soon  came  into  active  practice,  not  only  in  Venango,  but  also  in  Crawford 
and  Warren  counties.  During  his  attendance  on  the  courts,  he  was  often 
called  upon  to  take  a part  in  the  support  of  Democratic  principles,  and  of  the 
Hero  of  the  Hermitage,  General  Jackson,  and  he  as  often  responded  energeti- 
cally and  enthusiastically  to  the  agreeable  duty.  He  had  already  efficiently 
supported  the  same  “ glorious  statesman  and  soldier,”  with  his  ready  pen  and 
logical  style  while  yet  a journeyman  printer.  He  rapidly  became  popular,  both 
as  a forensic  and  political  speaker,  and  notwithstanding  the  bitterness  which 
marked  the  presidential  contest  of  1832,  although  ardent  and  earnest  in  his 
speeches,  his  respectful  consideration  for  difference  of  opinion  and  difference 
of  age,  left  him  clear  of  the  animosities  that  so  often  arise  between  the  advo- 
cates of  opposing  opinions. 

In  the  fall  of  1832,  his  name  was  announced  as  a candidate  for  the  office  of 
Assemblyman  for  the  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Venango  and  War- 
ren. There  were  no  nominations  of  candidates  by  district  conferees  that  year, 
but  a veteran  politician,  who  had  always  been  successful  in  every  political 
effort,  became  his  opponent,  and  after  a pretty  warm  contest,  the  “ young  law  - 
yer”  was  successful.  His  opponent  took  his  defeat  as  became  a man,  ever  re- 
maining thejfast  friend  of  the  youthful  legislator.  Without  opposition  he  was 
re-elected  in  1833,  and  again  in  1834.  In  1833  he  was  a candidate  for 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  but,  by  the  defection  of  a few  Demo- 
crats, who  thought  it  unfair,  perhaps,  that  the  claims  of  another  should  be 
deferred  to  so  young  a man,  he  was  defeated — all  of  the  opposition  voting 
against  him,  with  two  or  three  Democrats.  At  the  commencement  of  the  suc- 
ceeding session  of  1834-5,  he  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House,  being  almost 
the  youngest  member  of  that  body.  He  presided  during  the  session  in  the 
midst  of  as  able  an  array  of  men  as  ever  before  or  since  occupied  seats  in  that 
Hall. 

During  the  period  of  Judge  Thompson’s  services  in  the  Legislature,  the 
great  impi’ovement  system  of  the  State  had  brought  forth  from  every  section} 
the  ablest  advocates  and  the  strongest  opposers  of  that  system,  men  of  great 
experience  as  statesmen,  as  well  as  the  ablest  of  original  thinkers.  It  was  an 
incomparable  school,  in  which  to  become  fitted  for  public  usefulness.  During 
the  session  of  1834-5,  through  which  the  subject  of  this  notice  presided  as 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  his  decision  as  the  presiding  officer 
was  not  once  overruled  by  the  House,  notwithstanding  such  accomplished  and 
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experienced  presiding  officers  as  Ner  Middleswarth,  Joseph  Lawrence 
and  Samuel  Anderson,  and  such  members  as  G.  LAencoCK,  Wm.  B.  Reed, 
present  Minister  to  China,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  of  Lancaster,  Walker,  of 
Erie,  M’Cullough,  of  Franklin,  all  of  the  opposition,  and  many  others  on 
the  same  side,  were  in  the  House  at  that  time.  The  Demoratic  party  had  its 
champions,  of  course,  there  also;  her  Almond  H.  Reed,  her  Wm.  M.  Hop- 
kins, Lewis  Dewart,  and  others  of  great  ability.  This  session  ended  Judge 
Thompson’s  career  in  the  Legislature  for  some  twenty  years. 

In  1836  he  was  chosen  elector  at  large  for  President  and  Yice  President, 
and  in  the  Electoral  College  voted  for  Martin  Van  Buren  for  President,  and 
William  Wilkins  for  Vice  President,  as  did  the  entire  Electoral  College  of 
Pennsylvania. 

On  returning  to  Venango  county  in  the  Spring  of  1835,  from  the  Legisla- 
ture, Judge  Thompson  engaged  with  renewed  industry  and  energy  in  his  pro- 
fessional pursuits,  and  was  everywhere  as  successful  as  the  nature  and  value  of 
western  practice  could  be  made  to  be.  He  continued  to  practice  and  ride  the 
circuit  of  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Warren  and  Jefferson,  until  in  the  spring 
of  1839,  when  a new  position  was  presented  for  his  acceptance  and  occupancy. 

For  several  years  prior  to  the  last  named  period,  the  health  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Siiippf.n,  the  President  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango  and  Warren,  and  had  be- 
come much  impaired.  His  district  was  large,  and  at  last  that  excellent  Judge 
was  not  more  than  able  to  get  through  with  the  quarterly  business  of  his  dis- 
trict. It  was  concluded  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Bar  to  apply  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  creation  of  a District  Court,  possessing  exclusive  civil  jurisdiction, 
to  be  composed  of  the  same  counties  that  were  contained  in  the  Sixth  District. 
The  application  was  successful,  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  members  of 
the  Bar,  Gov.  Porter  appointed  Judge  Thompson  to  the  office  of  District 
Judge,  and  he  was  subsequently  unanimously  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  The 
motion  to  confirm  being  made,  as  I have  observed  by  the  Journals  of  the  Sen. 
ate,  by  the  lion.  John  J.  Pearson,  the  accomplished  Judge  of  the  Dauphin 
and  Lebanon  district,  then  in  the  Senate  from  Mercer  county,  and  in  the  oppo" 
sition  to  Judge  Thompson  in  politics.  The  period  for  which  the  Court  was 
originally  established  was  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  it  was  re- 
newed for  one  year,  and  Judge  Thompson  re-appointed  by  Governor  Porter. 
Judge  Thompson  served  out  this  second  term,  making  the  period  of  his  Presi- 
dency in  the  District  Court  six  years,  and  ending  in  the  month  of  May,  1845. 

In  1844  the  Democratic  conferees  of  the  Congressional  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Erie,  Warren,  Potter,  Elk,  Jefferson  and  Clariop,  nominated 
Judge  Thompson  for  Congress.  At  the  preceding  election,  the  Hon.  C.  M. 
Reed,  a gentleman  of  great  wealth  and  influence  had  carried  the  district  by  a 
small  majority  against  the  Democrats,  who,  determined  to  redeem  it  if  possible, 
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and  knowing  no  man  so  well  personally  known  in  the  district,  selected  th  e 
Judge  as  their  standard  hearer  for  the  Congressional  campaign.  It  was  an  ex- 
citing contest.  Governor  and  President  were  both  to  be  elected,  and  the 
parties  exerted  themselves  to  their  utmost.  The  issue  of  the  contest,  so  far  as 
Congress  was  concerned,  resulted  in*the  election  of  Judge  Thompson,  by  a 
majority  of  some  five  or  six  hundred  votes.  In  1846  he  was  re-elected,  and 
again  in  1848,  thus  serving  six  years  in  Congress. 

The  questions  before  the  National  Legislature  during  the  period  that  Judge 
Thompson  was  a member  of  it,  for  importance  and  consequences  have  no  par- 
allel in  the  history  of  the  country.  They  were  the  annexation  and  admission 
of  Texas ; the  settlement  of  and  complete  acquisition  of  Oregon,  from  the 
forty-second  to  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  North  latitude,  and  its  organization 
as  a Territory ; the  declaration  of  war  against  Mexico  and  its  successful  main- 
tenance until  the  establishment  of  peace  in  1848 ; the  acquisition  of  Califor- 
nia and  its  admission  as  a State;  of  New  Mexico  and  Utah  and  their  organ- 
izations as  Territories;  the  admission  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  as  States ; the 
organization  of  Minnesota  Territory;  the  revision  of  the  Tariff,  always  an  ex- 
citing question;  and  the  adjustment  of  a mathematical  rule  of  apportionment 
and  census,  which  may  be  continued  an  infinitum,  until  it  shall  please  the 
country  to  demand  a greater  number  of  representatives  instead  of  a larger 
ratio.  This  bill  mainly  emanated  from  the  committee  of  which  Judge  Thomp- 
son was  the  Chairman.  The  great  lights  of  the  country  were  congregated  at 
Washington  at  this  time.  Mr.  Polk’s  Cabinet,  with  Mr.  Buchanan  at  its 
head,  with  Robert  J.  Walker  in  the  Treasury,  Marcy  Secretary  of  War, 
and  Bancroft  and  Mason  successively  in  the  Navy  Department,  has.  not 
been,  and  perhaps  never  will  be  surpassed.  In  the  House  there  were  the  ven- 
erable J.  Q.  Adams,  Gov.  McDowell,  Judge  Douglas,  Lynn  Boyd,  the  In- 
gersolls,  Cobb,  Winthrop,  Toombs  and  Stevens,  and  a host  of  others  of 
great  and  varied  ability.  In  the  Senate  were  Webster,  Clay,  Calhoun, 
Benton,  Cass,  McDuffie,  John  Davis,  Dixon  II.  Lewis,  Houston,  Rusk, 
Corwin,  Foote,  and  many  more  of  distinction.  These  were  the  scenes  and 
these  were  the  men  amongst  whom  to  mature  intellect  and  cultivate  thought, 
and  no  one  perhaps,  in  either  branch,  felt  a deeper  interest  in  those  scenes  and 
in  the  greater  actors  than  did  J udge  Thompson.  During  his  last  term  in  Con- 
gress he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  J udiciary,  a post  of  high  re- 
spectability in  all  legislative  bodies.  Mr.  Strong  of  Berks,  the  associate  can. 
didate  for  the  Supreme  Bench,  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Elections 
at  the  same  time,  also  an  arduous  and  honorable  post  to  fill  in  every  Congress. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  their  respective  chairmanships  by 
Mr.  Speaker  Cobb,  the  present  able  and  popular  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy. 
On  the  Fourth  of  March,  1851,  Judge  Thompson  quitted  Congress,  having 
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the  year  previous  declined  being  again  a candidate,  after  a service  of  six  con- 
secutive years. 

On  retiring  from  Congress  he  applied  his  whole  energies  to  his  profession, 
and  was  as  successful  in  acquiring  a full  practice  as  formerly. 

Just  before  the  general  election  in  1ST) 5,  his  name  was  announced  as  a can- 
didate in  Erie  county  for  Assembly.  He  earnestly  protested  against  the  move- 
ment, and  declared  his  determination  not  to  serve  if  elected;  but  the  people 
elected  him  notwithstanding.  Local  causes  had  much  to  do  with  this  result. 
The  first  and  earnest  endeavor  of  the  people  of  Erie  county  was  to  select  a 
man  of  ability  and  stamp  for  the  occasion,  and  their  choice  fell  with  extraor- 
dinary unanimity,  and  the  least  possible  amount  of  pre-concert,  on  the  Judge. 
His  success  in  vindicating  the  rights  and  wishes  of  his  constituents,  are  well 
known  by  those  who  served  with  him  during  the  winter  of  1855.  His  in- 
fluence in  the  House  was  commanding,  notwithstanding  that  his  immediate 
party  friends  did  not  exceed  twenty  members,  all  told.  This  will  be  attested 
by  all  who  were  in  or  about  the  Legislature  during  that  session.  Since  his 
last  session  in  the  Legislature,  the  Judge  has  been  nominated  once  for  the 
same  place,  and  once  for  Congress,  both  of  which  he  declined. 

In  the  Erie  Railroad  cases,  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  Judge 
Thompson  was  often  brought  in  contact  with  the  most  eminent  and  powerful 
professional  antagonists.  Though  often  assisted  by  able  lawyers,  yet  not  un- 
frequently  he  was  obliged  to  do  battle  single-handed  and  alone,  against  a most 
powerful  array  of  legal  ability  and  character.  The  books  of  Reports  will  show 
that  array  to  have  consisted  of  Wm.  M.  Meredith,  St.  G-eo.  Tucker  Camp- 
bell, Jand  Wm.  L.  Hirst,  of  the  Philadelphia  bar,  and  E.  M.  Stanton,  of 
Pittsburgh,  men  not  surpassed  in  legal  learning  and  ability  any  where  in  the 
land.  That  the  Judge  maintained  himself  with  the  necessary  skill  and  learn- 
ing in  the  presence  of  such  legal  champions,  and  was  successful  in  prosecuting 
his  cause,  the  decisions  of  the  Court,  and  the  generous  admissions  of  his  ad- 
versaries fully  attest. 

But  it  will  not  do  further  to  prolong  this  sketch  by  incidents  of  life.  Judge 
Thompson  is  at  this  time  in  the  meridian  of  physical  and  mental  health  and 
strength;  is  of  a calm  temperament;  not  liable  to  take  sides  with  parties 
unless  principle  indicates  the  preference.  When  he  left  the  bench  of  the 
District  Court,  he  did  so  with  the  affectionate  confidence  of  lawyers  and  suit- 
ors, and  with  their  faith  unshaken  in  his  integrity  and  entire  impartiality. 

As  a party  man,  although  decided  and  firm,  yet  he  is  neither  selfish  nor 
proscriptive,  seldojn,  if  ever,  giving  offence  in  his  speeches  to  those  with  whom 
he  differs. 

In  the  social  circle  the  Judge  is  always  a welcome  visitor.  Witty,  humor- 
ous and  conversational,  with  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  anecdote  and  reminis- 
cence, he  never  fails  to  be  attractive  and  interesting. 
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As  an  advocate  lie  blends  tbe  beautiful  and  Forcible  into  an  irresistible  unity 
of  forensic  eloquence.  Strong  logical  powers,  an  imagination  delicate  and  dis- 
cussive,  a taste  cultivated  by  a familiarity  with  standard  literature,  an  inge- 
nuity that  baffles  detection,  and  a knowledge  of  mankind  deep  and  philosophic, 
are  qualifications  for  eminent  success,  and  that  have  made  Judge  Thompson 
one  of  the  leading  advocates  of  the  State. 

As  a jurist,  Judge  Thompson  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  position  for  which 
the  Democracy  of  the  State  have  proposed  him.  To  settle  finally  the  rule  of 
action  for  millions  of  men,  is  a high  and  responsible  duty,  and  should  invaria- 
bly command  the  best  talents  and  the  fullest  acquirements.  This  is  the  duty, 
and  these  should  be  the  characteristics  of  a Supreme  Judge.  In  Judge 
Thompson  we  are  fully  satisfied  will  be  found  the  unflinching  integrity  that 
will  promptly  discharge  the  one,  and  the  legal  learning,  the  extended  experi- 
ence, and  the  scope  of  intellect  that  shall  meet  the  requirements  of  the  other. 
To  a deep  laid  knowledge  of  the  Common  Law,  and  of  the  general  history  of 
Jurisprudence,  ancient  and  modem — the  lucubrationes  viginti  annorum — as 
the  old  writers  were  wont  to  say,  he  adds  those  powers  of  analysis  and  asso- 
ciation, that  are  so  indispensible  in  searching  the  philosophy  of  a principle  or 
proposition,  and  in  imparting  a systematic  character  to  the  jurisprudence  of 
State. 


NIMROD  STRICKLAND, 

The  Democratic  nominee  for  Canal  Commissioner,  is  a native  of  Chester 
county,  and  is  now  in  the  prime  of  intellectual  life,  having  just  attained  the 
ripe  age  of  his  fiftieth  year.  He  is  the  artificer  of  his  own  fortune.  He  was 
a clerk  in  the  public  offices  of  Chester  county  before  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  having  thus  early  been  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  During  the  ad- 
ministration of  Governor  Wolf,  he  was  appointed  to  one  of  the  public  offices 
of  his  native  county,  where  he  performed  the  duties  in  a manner  highly  ac- 
ceptable to  those  who  were  daily  transacting  business  with  him.  After  hi3 
term  of  office  expired,  he  was  offered  a position  in  the  Fourth  Auditor’s  de- 
partment at  Washington,  which  he  held  for  some  two  years  and  more,  and 
then  resigned,  the  place  not  being  congenial  to  his  tastes.  In  the  spring  of 
1839  he  took  the  editorial  charge  of  that  old  and  well  established  Democratic 
paper,  the  American  Republican,  which  he  edited  with  signal  ability  up  to 
October,  1853.  During  his  connection  with  the  Republican,  he  received 
from  Gov.  Shunk  the  appointment  of  Associate  Judge,  which  he  held  until 
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1851.  After  releasing  himself  from  the  editorial  chair,  the  inspectors  of  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary  at  Philadelphia  voluntarily  offered  him  the  responsible 
position  of  Warden  of  that  Institution,  a post  which  he  accepted  and  held  from 
July,  1854,  to  July,  1856,  when  lie  resigned  the  situation  and  returned  to 
West  Chester,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  was  warmly  solicited  by  his 
political  friends  to  permit  his  name  to  be  used  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for 
Associate  Judge.  He  did  so,  and  was  elected  when  the  opposition  majority 
in  the  county  on  the  State  ticket  was  four  hundred  at  least.  He  is  now  be- 
fore the  people  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  responsible  position  of  Canal  Com- 
missioner, having  received  this  mark  of  esteem  from  his  political  friends  re- 
cently assembled  in  State  Convention  at  Harrisburg  from  all  parts  of  our  broad 
Commonwealth.  No  man  can  point  to  a stain  on  his  private  or  political  char- 
acter. He  has  long  mingled  in  the  public  arena,  but  has  contracted  no  de- 
filement. He  is  a shrewd  and  accurate  observer  of  men;  eminently  practical 
in  his  judgment;  well  acquainted  with  our  public  works,  and  in  every  par- 
ticular thoroughly  prepared  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  Canal  Commissioner  with 
credit  to  himself  and  fidelity  to  the  State.  Capacity  and  honesty  are  the 
Jeffersonian  qualifications  for  office,  and  those  who  know  Nimrod  Strick- 
land most  intimately,  are  best  qualified  to  say  how  truly  they  apply  to  him. 
His  name  is  presented  to  the  people  of  the  State  with  entire  confidence  that 
all  who  shall  give  him  their  suffrages  at  the  coming  general  election,  will  have 
cast  them  for  an  honest  man  and  a good  citizen. 


